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EXTRACT 



PiiiA, HAY 23d, 1860. 

Eesolmd, That the Book of Discipline submitted 
by the Committee appointed by the last Assembly, 
and which has been uoder the consideration of thia 
Assembly, be OTertured to the Prcabyteries for their 
consideration, and that they be inatrueted to report 
their judgment thereon to the nest General Assembly. 
Josepj: Ci.okey", Moderator. 
James Prestley, Frin. Clerk. 
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OP GOVERNMENT. 



CHAPTER I. 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

Section 1. " God alone is Lord of the con- 
science, and has left it free from the doc- 
trines and command men ts of men, which are 
in anything contrary to his word, or beside 
it, in matters of faith or worship." It is, 
therefore, an inalienable right common to all 
men, to worship God according to his word: 
and no earthly power can justly deprive 
them of the right to worship God according 
to the dictates of their own consciences, un- 
less its exercise infringes upon the rights of 
others, 

2. In harmony with the above principle 
of common right, we affirm, tbat every Chris- 
tian church, or association of particular 
churches, has an unquestionable right to set- 
tle and declare the terms of admission into 
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its fellowship, the qualifications of its miEis- 
ters and members, and the whole system of 
its internal polity and government, accord- 
ing to its own views of what Christ hath in 
these respects appointed. In doing this she 
may err, in the sight of the church's Head, 
to whom alone she is accountable, yet does 
not thereby infringe upon the liberty or the 
rights of others. 

3. The Word of God is the only rule of 
faith and practice, and whatever cannot be 
established from this word, can have no au- 
thority to bind the conscience, " To the law 
and to the testimony, if they speak not ac- 
cording to this word, it is because there is 
no light in thera." All the terras of the 
church's fellowship must then be drawn from 
the written word, and be such as can be de- 
fended by an appeal to its authority, either 
express or necessarily inferential. 

4. The terms of the church's fellowship 
should include both faith and practice. An 
unscriptural belief as really sets the authori- 
ty of God's word at defiance as an unholy 
practice. The tendency of the truth is to pro- 
mote holiness; as our Saviour says, "Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth." The church 
should, therefore, take order that her teach- 
ers, other officers and members, be sound in 
the faith and holy in their lives. 

5. Although the authority to judge, as ne- 
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ceBBity requires in the present state, be lodged 
with fallible men, yet being the ministerial 
exercise of Christ's own authority, it should 
he submitted to, as far as it is exercised ac- 
cording to the law of hia house, laid down in 
the holy Scriptures. "He that heareth you 
heareth me." "Whatsoever ye shall bind on 
earth shall be hound in heaven; and whatso- 
ever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed 
in heaven." 

6. As the kingdom of Christ is not of this 
world, and the discipline of his house is purely 
moral or spiritual, not attended with any ci- 
vil or penal effects on the bodies or estates of 
men, but designed to reach their consciences, 
its efficacy must depend on its own justice, 
and the approbation and blessing of the great 
Head of the Church. 

7. That all things may "he done to edify- 
ing," and "decently and in order," it is the 
right and duty of the church to establish and 
ordain such forms and rules of procedure, as 
prudence and experience may show to be ne- 
cessary, for the speedy and orderly transac- 
tion of all business in her various assemblies. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

Section 1. There ia one universal, visible 
cWrcb, 1 Cor, xii. 12, 13, which consists o£ 
all those persons, in every nation, who pro- 
fess the true religion of Christ, and obedience 
to his laws, together with their children. Rev. 
V.9; Actsii. 38, 39,41; 1 Cor. i. 2; 2 Cor. 
ix. 13. 

2. This church ia Christ's kingdom in the 
world. Psal. ii. 6; Dan. vii. 14; Eph. i. 22, 
23. It is spiritual, free and independent, 
subject only to his law, and to be governed 
exclusively by officers of his appointment. 

3. As the whole multitude constituting the 
visible church cannot meet ia one place, it is 
reasonable, and warranted by Scripture ex- 
ample, that they should be divided into many 
particular churches or congregations. Gal. i. 
21,22; Rev. i. 4, 20; ii. 1. 

4. A particular church consists of a num- 
ber of professing Christiana, with their chil- 
dren, voluntarily associated together, for the 
purpose of observing and enjoying divine or- 
dinances, and submitting themselves to the 
laws of Christ's house. Acts ii. 41, 47 ; 1 Cor. 
vii. 14; Acts ii. 39; Mark x. 14. 

5. The Lord Jesus has appointed officers, 
ordinances and a government in his church. 
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CHAPTEi; III. 



SEcnoN 1. Afc the first establisbment of the 
New Testament Church, our Lord appointed 
some extraordinary officers, such as apostles 
and prophets, endued with aiiraculoua gifts, 
all of which were temporary, and have ceased. 
Matt. X. 1, 8; Eph. iv. 11. 

2. The ordinary and perpetual officers of 
the church, are Bishops or Presbyters, 1 Tim, 
iii. 1; Eph, iv. 11, 12, ruling elders, 1 Tim. 
V. 17, and deacons. Phi!, i, 1. 

ARTICLE rr. 

The pastor or teaching elder ia the highest 
.ordinary officer in the Christian Church. Va- 
rious names are given to him in Scripture, 
each expressive of something conspicuous in 
his official relations and daties. Thus, he is 
called the "angel of the church," Rev. ii. 1; 
i. 20 ; iii. 1, 7 ; Mai. ii. 7 ; " bishop " or " over- 
seer," Acts XX. 28; "pastor," jer. iii. 15; 1 
Pet. V. 2, 3, 4; "minister," 1 Cor. iv. 1 ; 2 
Cor. iii. 6; "presbyter" or "elder," 1 Pet. 
V. 1; Tit. i. 5; 1 Tim. v. 1, 17, 19; an am- 
bassador. 2 Cor. V. 20; Eph. vi. 20. 
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AETICLE III. 

The ruling elder, as the name imports, is 
to exercise authority and government in tbt 
church, iu conjunction with the pastor, and 
is, in this respect, his equal. He is of the 
class denominated, in Scripture, "govern- 
ments," and who are said to "rule well," hut 
to whom it does not belong to labor in word 
and doctrine. 1 Tim. v. 17; Rom. xii. 7, 8j 
1 Cor. xii. 28. 

ARTICLE IV. 



The deacon, as a distinct officer of the 
church, is clearly pointed out hy the Scrip- 
tures. Phil. i. 1; 1 Tim, iii. 8—15. His 
business is to take care of the poor, and dis- 
tribute among them the collections raised for 
their use. Acts vi. 1, 2. To him may also 
properly he committed the management of all 
the temporalities of the church. Acta vi. 3, 
6,6. 

CHAPTER IV. 

The ordinances which Christ, the Head, has 
appointed to he observed in every particular 
church, are prayer, Acts vi. 4; 1 Tim. ii. 1, 
praise, Ps. cxlix. 1 — 9, 11, Col. iii. 16; read- 
ing, Acts XV. '21; Luke iv. 16, 17, expound- 
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ing and preaching the word, Tit. i. 9; Acta 
X. 42 ; xxviii. 23 ; Luke xxiv. 47 ; 2 Tim. iv. 
2, including catechising and teaching from 
house to house, Heb. v. Vl; \i. 1, 2; 1 Cor. 
iii. 1, 2, administering the sacraments of bap- 
tism and the Lord's supper, Matt, xxviii. 19, 
20; 1 Cor. xi. 23—26; Mark xvi. 15, 16, 
public solemn fasting and thanksgiving, Luke 
V. 35; Ps. 1. 14; Phil. iv. 6; Ezra viii. 21, 
public vowing or covenanting, Ps. Ixxvi. 11; 
Neh. viii., is., x. chaps.; 2 Cor. v. 5; Isaiah 
xix. 21 ; xliv. 5, making collections for the 
poor and for other pious uses, 1 Cor. xvi. 1 
— i; Gal. ii. 10, exercising discipline, Heb. 
xiii. 17; 1 Thess. v. 12, 13, and blessing the 
people, 2 Cor. xiii. 14; Epb. i. 2; Deut. x. 8. 

CHAPTER V. 



Section 1. The government of the church 
must needs be exercised under some cert&in 
definite form. This the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the King and Head of the Church, has not 
left to be modelled according to the will of 
men or the maxima of the world, hut has 
Himself instituted ono unchangeable form o£ 
government, Ezek. xliii. 11, 12. 

2. This form of government is Presbyte- 
rial, involving in it, as belonging to its es- 
aeotial attributes, representation of the peo- 
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pie by their rulers, ami equality among these, 
as rulers. 1 Peter v. 4. 

3. It is lawful, and agreeable to tbe word of 
Goii, and the practice of the primitive Chria- 
tians, that the church be governed by congre- 
gational, presbyterial, synodical, &c,, assem- 
blies, composed of pastors and other elders. 

4. The regular snbordination of the con- 
gregational classis or session to the presby- 
tery; of presbyteries to synod; of synods to 
a general assembly, is the form of presbyte- 
rial church government. This subordination 
of a part to the whole is rational and Scrip- 
tural, and necessary to the unity, peace, and 
general edification of the whole body. Acts 
XV. 2, 5, 6. 

5. The power which is common to all 
church assemblies, is that of requiring sub- 
mission to the laws of Christ's house; and of 
excluding the disobedient and disorderly 
from the fellowship of the church. To this 
end, they have authority to call offenders be- 
forethem; to cite witnesses who are under 
their jurisdiction; to hear and determine all 
such causes and differences as may be brought 
before them in an orderly manner, and to in- 
flict merited censure upon offenders. Matt, 
xviii. 15—20; 1 Cor. v. 4, 5. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Section 1. The church session consists of 
the pastor or pastors, and the ruling elders of 
a particular congregation. 1 Cor. v. 4. 

2. In all ordinary cases, two elders, with 
the pastor, shall be necessary to constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of any businees. 

3. The pastor of the congregation is tho 
standing moderator of the session ; hut where 
there ia a collegiate charge, either of the pas- 
tors may preside, or they may preside alter- 
nately, as may be agreed upon by them ; and 
in such case, the other shall be a constituent 
member of the session. 

4. When, for prudential reasons, it may 
appear advisable that some other minister 
should preside, the pastor may, with the con- 
currence of the elders, invite another, being 
a member of the same presbytery, to preside 
in that particular case. ■ The same thing may 
be done in case of the sickness or absence of 
the pastor. 

5. As in all other judicatories of the 
church, the moderator of the session has a 
casting vote. 

6. It is expedient that there be a minister 
to act as moderator at every meeting for the 
eseycise of government and discipline. When, 
therefore, a congregation is vacant, the ses- 
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sion may aitlier apply to the presbytery to 
appoint a minister for that purpose, or they 
may invite one, being a member of the pres- 
bytery, to preside on atiy particular occasion. 
But where this is impracticable, without great 
inconvenience, or would occasion such a delay 
aa would be injurious to the interests of re- 
ligion in the congregation, the elders may, 
by virtue of their official character and autho- 
rity, provided there he more than two in the 
congregation, appoint one of their own num- 
ber to preside, and then proceed to transact 
any necessary business. 

7. The session may bo convened by the 
pastor when he may judge it requisite. Acta 
XX. 17; and he shali always convene them 
when requested to do so by two elders. They 
may also meet on their own adjournment, and 
if there he no pastor, by an agreement among 
the members; and they shall always meet 
when directed so to do by the presbytery. 

8. It is expedient that the congregation 
be divided by the session into particular dis- 
tricts, to the special superintendence of each 
of whicb some particular member shall be as- 
signed. 

9. The session is charged with the spi- 
ritual government and oversight of the con- 
gregation, Heb. xiii. 17; 1 Thes. v. 12, 13; 
1 Tim. V. 17. To this end, they have power 
to inquire iato the knowledge, spiritual ea- 
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tate, and conduct of the members of tlie 
church, Eaek. xxxiv. 4, to call offenders be- 
fore them, to summon witnesses, being mem- 
bers of their own congregation, and to intro- 
duce, as they may find necessary, other 
wituessea, when their attendance can be pro- 
cured; to admonish, to rebuke, to suspend 
from the sacraments those who arc found 
worthy of censure, 1 Thes. v. 12, 13; 2 Thes. 
iii. ti, 14, 15, to receive persons into the fel- 
lowship of the church, to grant letters of dis- 
mission to those who are of good character 
and standing when applied for, to employ all 
other scriptural means, competent to their 
office, for promoting the spiritual interests of 
the congregation, and to appoint delegates 
to the higher judicatories of the church. 

10, In the admission of members into the 
church, the session, while taking due care 
that applicants have competent knowledge 
of divine truth, and are of blameless life, 
should imitate the example of our Lord ia 
condescending to the weakness of men. In 
the case of persona unknown to the session, 
testimonials of character shall be required, 
and applicants from other churches shall not 
be admitted unless it appear that they are 
acting from a solid conviction of duty, and 
entertain a spirit of Christian kindness to- 
wards the party whose communion ia telin- 
Quiahed. Suitable testimonials, if they can 
2 
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be obtabed, should be required in this latter 
case also, 1 Cor. x. 32; xiv. 33. 

11. Testimonials shall at all times be given 
to members of unexceptionable character, 



who are about to remove from the 



congrega- 



tion, which, if not more than a year old, 
shall entitle them to communion in sealing 
ordinances in any congregation under the 
inspection of the General Assembly.* 

12. When members removing to a distance 
have neglected to apply for testimonials, no 
snbsequent application shall obtain them, un- 
less the session are satisfied that their con- 
versation has been, during their absence, be- 
coming the gospel of Christ.t 

13. Testimonials should be signed by or- 
der of session, by the minister or clerk of 
session. 

14. Every session shall teep a fair record 
of their proceedings, which record shall be at 
least once every year, submitted to the in- 
spection of the presbytery. They shall also 
keep a fair register of baptisms, of persons 
admitted to fellowship, and of the deaths and 
other removals of church members. 

CHAPTER VII. 

OF THE PBEHBTTBRV. 

Section 1. As the church consists of many 
separate congregations, and these need 8u- 
* See Appeadix, So. h f See Appendii, No. 2. 
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pervision, luutnal couusel and assistance, in 
order to maintain soundness of doctrine and 
regularity of discipline, and to preserve the 
unity and peace of the whole, by common 
measares for promoting knowledge and re- 
ligion, and for preventing infidelity, error, 
and immorality,* there should be, according 
to the Scriptures, preabyteriat and synodical 
■ " ,1 Tim. iv. 14; Acts xv. 2, '6, 4, 



2. A presbytery consists of all the mi- 
nisters and of one ruling elder from each con- 
gregation or pastoral charge within a given 
district. 

3. Ministers without charge shall bo ac- 
counted members of tho presbytery within 
wbose bounds they reside, and shall enjoy 
all the privileges of other members, 

4. Though the number of members ia a 
Presbytery cannot be determined by any 
general rule, yet it is proper that a presby- 
tery consist of not less than two ministers 
and two ruling elders, and they not connected 
with the same pastoral charge. 

5. Every congregation which has a settled 

* TLe church at Jernsalem consisted of more than one 
congregation, Acta vi. 1, 6; is. 31 ; jki. 20; ii. 41, 46, 
47 ; IT. 4, and ttiese were nndar one preabjierial go- 
Temmeat. Acts xv. 4; li. 22, 80; xsi. 17, 18; siith 
chap. So tbe church atEpbesus, Acta xis. 18, 19, 20; 
ICor.sTi. 8,9, la, compare with Acts iviii, 19,24,20; 
Aetasi. 17, 18, 25, 28, 30, 31, 36, 37; Rot. ii, 1-6. 
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pastor or pastors, has a rigtt to be repre- 
Beoted by one elder. 

6. Where two or more congregations form 
but one pastoral charge, they shall have but 
one elder to represent them. 

7. Every vacant congregation, or two or 
more congregations, regularly organized, 
and able and willing to support a pastor, 
shall be entitled to be represented by one 
elder. 

8. An elder not known to the presbytery, 
or to some member thereof, shall produce a 
certificate of his appointment from the church 
or churches he represents. Acts xv. 1-6; 1 
Cor. xiv. 26, 33, 34. 

9. Any two ministers, with as many el- 
ders duly appointed as may he present, or 
any three ministers, being met at the time 
and place appointed, shall be a quorum com- 
petent for the transaction of business. Acts 
xiv. 26, 27, compare with Acts xi. 18. 

11. The presbytery has power to hear and 
issue complaints and appeals from church 
sessions. Acts xv. 5, 6, 19, 20, and references 
for advice or otherwise that come before them 
in an orderly manner, Acts .xviii, 24, 27, 
compare with Acts xix. 1-7, to examine and 
license candidates for the holy ministry; 1 
Tim. iv. 14; Acts xiii. 2, 3, to ordain, in- 
stall, remove, and try ministers of the gos- 
pel, Acts XV. 28; 1 Cor, v. 8; to examine 



cjiGooglc 



and approve or censure the records of church 
sesBions; to resolve questions of doctrine or 
discipline seriously and reasonably proposed, 
Acts XV. 10, compare with Gal, ii. 4, 5,; to 
condemn erroneous opinions which injuro the 
purity or peace of the church, Acts xv. 22- 
24; to visit particular cliurches, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into their state, and re- 
dressing evils which may have arisen in tliem, 
Acts XX. 17; vi. 2; xv. 30; to unite and di- 
vide congregations, at the request of the 
people, or to organize new congregations; 
and, in general, to order whatever belongs 
to the spiritual welfare and prosperity of the 
churches under their care. Eph, vi, 18; 
Phil, iv. 6. 

11, As an able, faithful, and godly mi- 
nistry is of the utmost importance to the 
church, presbyteries are bound to give dili- 
gent attention to training up young men for 
that office. It belongs to them to examine 
and admit students of theology, and, in the 
discharge of this duty, to see that the appli- 
cant is of fair moral character, unexception- 
able standing as a church member, 1 Tim. 
iii. 6, manifests an intelligent attachment to 
the principles of his public profession, gives 
evidence of a saving acquaintance with di- 
vine things, 2 Cor. i. 4, and also that he has 
made such attainments in literature and sci- 
ence as will fit him to prosecute, with advan- 
2* 
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tage, theological studies, and that he is en- 
dowed with such talents and aptness to teach 
as promise public usefulness. 

12. Everj student shall be regarded as 
under the authority of the Presbytery by 
which ho was admitted, until regularly dis- 
]nisscd to tho care of another presbytery. 
Yet this shall not be so understood as to 
prevent any presbytery, within -whose bounds 
any student may, for the time being, reside, 
exercising a due supervision and care over 
him, and if need bo reporting any matter in 
relation to his deportment to his proper 
presbytery. 

13. Presbyteries shall meet at least once 
in six months, and as much oftener as the ne- 
cessities of their charge, and tho situation of 
their members will allow. 

14. The Presbytery shall meet on its own 
adjournment; but when an emergency shall 
require a meeting sooner than tho time to 
which it standsadjourned, the moderator has 
power to call a meeting. The moderator, 
or, in case of hia absence, death, or inability 
to act, the stated clerk, shall, with tho con- 
currence, or at the request of two ministers, 
if there be more than three in the presbytery, 
if not, of one minister and two elders, the 
elders being of different congregations, call 
a special meeting. Care must be taken that 
sufficient notice be given of the intended 
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meeting. To tliis end the moderator or 
clerk, as the case may be, shall issue a cir- 
cular letter to each minister and to the ses- 
sion of every vacant congregation, a sufficient 
time previous to the meeting. This circular 
shall specify the particular business for which 
the judicatory is convened, also the time and 
place of meeting, and nothing else shall he 
transacted at such meeting, unless, by unani- 
mous consent of the members present, or it 
have been distinctly stated in the letter that 
other important business may be transacted. 

15. At the opening of every mcetiog the 
roll shall be called, and the meeting recorded 
by the clerk, who shall enter the names of 
the members present, and also of those who 
are absent. Reasons for non-attendance at 
a previous meeting shall be required of ab- 
sentees. 

16. It shall be the duty of the presbytery 
to keep a fair record of all its proceedings, 
subject to the inspection of synod; and also 
to report to synod every year, admissions 
of students, licensures, ordinations, instal- 
ments, receiving and dismissal of members, 
removal of members by death, the union and 
division of congregations, and the organiza- 
tion of new ones; and in geueral whatever 
important or interesting changes may have 
taken place within their bounds during the 
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year. A like report sliall also be forwarded 
to the General Assembly. 

n. At every meetingof presbytery a ser- 
mon shall be preached, If convenient; and 
every particular aessioa shall be opened and 
closed with prayer. 

18. Ministers in good standing in other 
presbyteries, being present, may be invited 
to sit as corresponding members. Such also 
may be the case with ministers of sister 
churches. Such members may deliberate and 
advise, but shall not vote in any decision of 
presbytery. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

Section 1. A synod consists of several 
presbyteries met together as one body, for 
the better management of their common con- 
cerns. As the presbj'tery is an assembly 
of the ministers and of duly commissioned 
elders, within a given district; so the synod 
is an assembly of the same, within a larger 
district including at least three presbyteries ; 
and is in fact only a larger presbytery. The 
ratio of the representation of eiders in the 
synod shall be the same as in the presby- 
tery. 

* It is unnecessary liere to repent the scriptures to 
■which reference has been made under ChnincrVII,. os 
they apply equally to a synod aa to a presbytery. 
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2. Any six ministers from two different 
presbyteries, wlio shall convene at the time 
and place appointed, with as many ruling 
elders as may be present, shall be a quorum 
for the transaction of business- 

3. The synod shall convene at least once 
e^ery year, meeting on its own adjournment. 
On a special emergency, it may be convened 
by the call of the moderator on the applica- 
tion of a presbytery; in this case the call 
shall be made and the business limited as in 
a special meeting of presbytery, see Chap- 
YIL, Sec. 14. At the opening of every 
meeting a sermon shall be delivered by the 
moderator, or, in case of his absence or in- 
ability, by some other member, who shall hold 
the chair till another moderator be chosen ; 
and every particular session shall be opened 
and closed with prayer. 

4. The same rule, as to the corresponding 
members, which was laid down with respect 
to the presbytery, shall apply to the synod. 

5. The synod, being immediately superior 
to the presbytery, has power to hear and is- 
sue all appeals regularly brought up from 
the presbyteries; to hear and iesne com- 
plaints against the proceedings of presbyte- 
ries ; to decide on references made to them ; 
to review and censure or approve the records 
of presbyteries; to redress whatever has 
been done by presbyteries contrary to order; 
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to take effectual care that preshyteries act 
in conformity with the word of God and the 
standards of the church; to erect new pres- 
byteries, and unite or divide those already 
erected; to judge in controversies respecting 
doctrine or discipline; to appoint days of 
fasting and thanksgiving throughout their 
bounds; to employ members of presbyteries, 
or probationers belonging to any of them, in 
public service ; generally to take such order 
with respect to presbyteries, sessions, and 
the people under their care, as may, in con- 
formity with the word of God and the estab- 
lished rules of this church, tend to promote 
the edification, purity, peace, and prosperity 
of the church; and in fine to propose to the 
General Assembly for their adoption, such 
measures as may be for the advantage of the 
whole church. 

6. The synod shall keep a full and fair re- 
cord of its proceedings, submit them annually 
to the inspection of the General Assembly, 
and report to the Assembly the number of 
its presbyteries, and ot their members, and 
any alterations which have been made in its 
presbyteries, 

CHAPTER IX. 



Section 1. The General Assembly is the 
highest judicatory of the United Presbyte- 
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nan Church. It shall represent, by preshy- 
terial delegation, all the particular churches, 
Acts XV. chap, and shall be known by the 
title of the General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America. 

2. The General Asaembly shall consist of 
an equal delegation of ministers and ruling 
elders from each presbytery, in the following 
proportion, via. : Each presbytery, consisting 
of not more than seven ministers, shall be en- 
titled to send one minister and one ruling 
elder; each presbytery consisting of more 
than seven ministers and not more than four- 
teen, shall be entitled to send two ministers 
and two ruling elders; each presbytery con- 
sisting of more than fourteen ministers and 
not more than twenty-one, shall be entitled 
to send three ministers and three ruling el- 
ders; and in a like proportion for any num- 
ber of ministers beyond twenty-one ; and 
delegates, 80 appointed, shaU be styled Com- 
missioners to the General Assembly. 

3. One third of ail the delegates, duly 
commissioned, being assembled at the time 
and place appointed, shall be a quorum for 
the transaction of business. 

4. The General Assembly shall receive 
and decide appeals, references, and com- 
plaints, regularly brought before them, only 
on questions of doctrine and the principles 
of ecclesiastical iaw, and their decision shall 
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be an instruction to the court below bow to 
proceed and iasue the case. But in no in- 
stance ahall a case be tried on its merits be- 
fore the Assembly. They shall review and 
approve or censure the records of every 
synod ; in all cases submitted to them, in con- 
formity with the standards of the church 
they shall give their advice and inatruction, 
and they shall constitute the bond of union, 
peace, concord, and mutualconfidcnce, among 
all our churches. 

5. To the General Assembly ako belongs 
the power of deciding in all controversies 
respecting doctrine and discipline; of warn- 
ing or hearing testimony against any error 
in doctrine or immorality in practice; of 
erecting new synods when it may be judged 
necessary; of superintending the general in- 
terests of the whole church, of establishing 
and managing the missionary operations of 
the church, whether foreign or domestic, of 
corresponding with other churches in such 
manner as may be mutually agreed upon; 
and, in general, of watching over and adopt- 
ing measures to promote the interest of truth 
and holiness through all the churches under 
their care. 

6. Before any regulations intended to be 
permanent and universal shall be adopted 
and binding on the particular churches, it 
shall be necessary to traaarait them in overture 
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to all the presbyteries, and to receive the 
returns of at least a majority of votes of 
the whole church approviog thereof. Such 
returns of a majority of the presbyteries shall 
be regarded as authorizing the assembly to 
enact such regulations, unless peculiar cir- 
cumstances should, in the view of two-thirds 
of the whole delegation to the assembly, ren- 
der it inexpedient. 

7. The General Assembly shall meet at 
least once every year. At the time appointed, 
the Moderator of the last Assembly, or his 
alternate, or, in their absence, the oldest 
minister present, shall open the meeting with 
a sermon, constitute the assembly, and pre- 
side until a new moderator be chosen. 

8. Every commissioner to the General 
Assembly must produce a commission signed 
by the moderator and clerk of the presby- 
tery by which he is sent; nor can he, with- 
ont such commission, be entitled to a seat. 
All commissions shall be examined by the 
Moderator and Clerk of the last Assembly.* 

9. Each session of the Assembly shall he 
opened and closed with prayer, and when the 
whole business of the Assembly is finished, 
and a vote taken to dissolve the present As- 
sembly, the Moderator shall say from the 
chair, "By virtue of authority to me dele- 
gated by the church, I do hereby dissolve 
this General Assembly, and require another 

» Foe form of oommissiou, B«e Appendii, No. 10. 
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General AsseinUy, chosen m the same man- 
ner, to meet at on the day of 

A. D., ," After which he shBll 

close the sessions by prayer, singing a Psaim, 
and the Apostolic becediction. 
CHAPTER X. 

Sectiox 1. To the preservation of good 
order and the despatch of business, it id ne- 
cessary that there be certain ofBcers in each 
of the afore mentioned courts, viz.: a Mode- 
rator and clerk or clerka. 

2. The pastor is the standing Moderator 
of the session (See Chap. VI., Sec. 3.) The 
Moderator of the presbytery shall be chosen 
from year to year, or for a shorter period, 
as the presbytery may judge best. The Mo- 
derator of the synod, and of the General 
Assembly, shall be chosen at each meeting 
of those judicatories. 

3._ The last Moderator, or the member 
presiding in his place, shall, immediately 
after constituting the synod or assembly, in- 
timate the election of a new Moderator as 
the first business. Nominations may then 
be made in open court, and if more than one 
member be nominated, the election shall be 
by ballot. 
_ 4. In every judicatory the clerk may be 
either a member, or some other person, as 
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stiail be deemed expedient. He shall be 
chosen by an open vote, unless two or moro 
persons be nominated, in which ease he shall 
be chosen by ballot, and his continuance in 
office shall be during the pleasure of the ju- 
dicatory. 

5. The Moderator possesses, by delegation 
from the whole body, all authority necessary 
for the preservation of order, for constituting 
and adjourning the court, and for direcfing 
its operations, according to the rules of the 
church. He shall state to the judicatory 
every subject that orderly comes before them, 
and prevent the introduction of new business 
at improper seasons. He may propose to 
the judicatory what appears to him the most 
regular and speedy way of bringing any 
business to an issue. He shall prevent mem- 
bers from interrupting one another, except 
for explanation, and require them, when 
epeakiug, to address the chair. He shall 
prevent speakers from using personal reflec- 
tions, and from wandering from the Bubject. 
When two or more members rise to speak at 
the same time, he shall determine which of 
them is to proceed. When members are, in 
any respect, out of order, it shall be his duty 
to call them to order, and in case of refusal 
to obey, he shall admonish or silence them. 
He shall prevent members leaving the judi- 
catory without leave obtained from him. 
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When the deliberationa on a particular sub- 
ject are closed, he shall give a concise and 
clear statement of the question, take the 
vote, and announce the result from the chair. 
If the judicatory be equally divided, he sball 
have tbe casting vote ; but if he be unwilling 
to decide, he may put the vote a second time, 
and if the result be the same, and he still 
decline to vote, the question shall be lost. 
He sball appoint all committees, subject to 
the approval of the judicatory. He shall 
decide on all points of order, subject, how- 
ever, to the judgment of the judicatory, and 
shall have tbe power of briefly commenting 
on them, without leaving the chair; but if he 
Tvould speak on any subject under delibera- 
tion, he must invite some other member to 
preside till he has concluded his remarks. 
On any extraordinary emergency, he shall 
be empowered to convene the judicatory, by 
his circular letter, before the ordinary time 
of meeting. 

6. The clerk shall keep a roU of the stand- 
ing members of the judicatory; shall call it at 
tbe opening of each meeting ; enter tbe names 
of those present on a distinct roll, to be 
called at the opening of each sitting, and re- 
cord the transactions of the court under the 
direction of tbe moderator. He shall pre- 
serve the records and all papers not other- 
wise disposed of, and deliver them to his suc- 
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cesaor in office, and furnish the moderator 
with a list of all unfinisheii business, and of 
all papers presented to the judicatory. He 
shall furnish extracts from the records, and 
copies of papers, when properly required; 
and such papers, under the hand of the clerk, 
Bhall be considered authentic vouchers of the 
fact or facts which they declare, in any ec- 
clesiastical judicatory, and to every part of 
this church. He shall not, witbout an order 
from the court, Jet the original documents go 
out of his bands. 

CHAPTER XI. 



Under the general bead of organization 
may be included the erection of congrega- 
tions, admission of members, licensure of pro- 
bationers, election of church officers, ordina- 
tion, translation of ministers, and the disso- 
lution of the pastoral relation. 



ARTICLE I. 



Section 1. As the church increases and 
extends, it becomes necessary to erect new 
congregations. 

2, This consists in the formation of a num- 
ber of individuals, agreeing in their religious 
views, into a regular society, for the sujjport 
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and enjoyment of all divine ordinances, with 
some of themselves cliosun and ordained to 
bear office and manage their concerns in a 
regular and orderly way. 

S. When a congregation becomes too nu- 
merous conveniently to meet in one place for 
public worship, or when for any other reason 
it would promote the cause of religion, and 
the general interests of the church, to erect 
a new congregation, the persons so judging 
shall make application to the presbytery 
within whose bounds the congregation would 
be situated, setting forth the necessity and 
propriety of such erection. 

4. If, after hearing the reasons of such 
application, the presbytery determine to grant 
it, they shall appoint a minister to carry the 
object into effect; who, having given due no- 
tice to the persons who are to compose the 
new congregation, of the time and place of 
meeting for said purpose, and having at the 
same time and place observed the usual exer- 
cises of public worship, shall proceed to hold 
an election for the proper officers. 

5. When the persona who are to compose 
the congregation are already members of the 
church in full communion, the election of of- 
ficers, whether ruling elders or deacons, shall 
be conducted as in congregations already 
organized, as prescribed in Article IV., Sec. 
4 — 7 of this chapter. 
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6. But wlien the applicants ore not in 
communion, or not a sufficient numlier of 
them to afford an opportunity of making a 
suitahle selection, as may be the case, espe- 
cially in miasionary districts, the minister ap- 
pointed shall first converse individually with 
all vpho propose to unite in forming the con- 
gregation; and being satisfied with their re- 
ligious attainments and character, he shall, 
on the day appointed for the organization, 
publicly receive their accession, by proposing 
to them the questions hereinafter prescribed 
in Article II., Sec. 5. The election shall 
then be conducted in the usual way, none 
being entitled to vote, or eligible to office, 
who have not been received into the commu- 
nion of the church. 

7. When the election is over, the minister 
shall announce to the congregation the names 
of the persons duly elected; and on their 
agreeing to accept the office, and having 
been examined by him as to their qualifica- 
tions for, and their views in undertaking the 
ofEce to which they are about to be set apart, 
a day shall be appointed for their ordination, 
the edict served, and the ordination conduct- 
ed as in other congregations. 

8. The minister presiding shall report to 
the presbytery his procedure in the case, with 
the names of the officers that have been chosen 
and ordained. And these, with the name of 
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t!ie eongregatioD, shall be entered on tlio 
presbytery's list. 

AKTICLB II. 



As the peace, unity, purity, and prosperity 
of the church depend, in a great measure, on 
the character of her members, the greatest 
care shouM be exercised by her officers in the 
admission of persons to her communion. To 
prevent disorder, and for the guidance of ses- 
sions in this matter, let the following direc- 
tions be observed. 

Section 1. In organized congregations, 
none are to be admitted to communion but by 
the session constituted. 

2. Persons desirous of admission to the 
fellowship of the church, should embrace 
some suitable opportnnity of intimating tbeir 
desire to the pastor, or officiating minister, or 
to an elder, who shall converse with tbem in 
relation to the profession and practice re- 
quired by the word of God, and the subordi- 
nate standards of this church, and shall ex- 
amine them personally on tbeir religious 
knowledge and experience; and it shall be 
the duty of the minister to give to all some 
convenient opportunity for this, previous to 
every dispensation of the sacrament of the 
Lord's supper. 

3. The minister or elder shall then report, 
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without t^elay, the names of applicants, and 
the result of hla examination to the session, 
that they may have time to i^qui^e into the 
character and conversation of the applicants. 
If any of the applicants cannot be attested 
by some member of session, as to their moral 
character, it will be She dnty of the session 
to require of them some satisfiictory voucher 
of good moral character; and such further 
examination shall then be had, as the session 
may judge necessary, to determine their right 
to membership as communicants. 

4, The same regulation shall be observed 
with respect to the applications from persons 
from other denominations, and from mem- 
bers who have been more than a year absent, 
at a distance from the congregation, and do 
not produce satisfactory testimonials ; or who 
have been debarred, by a judicial sentence, 
from the communion of the church, and are 
desirous of read mission. 

5. The session being satisfied respecting 
the knowledge, principles, motives and cha- 
racter of applicants, shall then take their en- 
gagement, by their answering aiBrtnatively 
the following formula of questions in pre- 
sence of the session alone, or, which is ear- 
nestly recommended, in presence of the con- 
gregation, viz.: 

1. Do you believe the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments to be the word of 
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God, the infallilile and only rule of faitb and 
practice ? 

2. Do you profess your adherence to the 
doctrinesset forth and received by thischurch, 
in the Confession of Faith, Catechisms Larger 
and Shorter, and Dechirations of the Testimo- 
ny, and to the form of presbyterial church 
government, so far as you have been enabled 
to understand them, eis agreeable to, and 
founded on the word of God? 

3. Do you profess your resolution through 
grace to continue in the faith; to be subject 
t-o the order and discipline of God's bouse; 
to be diligent in your attendance upon divine 
ordinances, both teaching and sealing, ac- 
cording to yonr profession ; on secret prayer, 
on family worship, as you may have oppor- 
tunity, or, (if the applicant be the head of a 
family,) in observing family worship, and in 
the performance of all other dutiea incum- 
bent on you, whatever station you may oc- 
cupy in life; that you will study to promote 
the peace, purity, and prosperity of this con- 
gregation, while you remain a member there- 
of; and that you will make conscience of 
promoting the knowledge of Christ and bis 
tmth, as by other means, so especially by a 
holy and godly con versa l.i on ? 

6. After proposing the above questions, 
let the moderator address a word of exhorta- 
tion to the newly admitted members, setting 
before them the importance of the relation 
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into wliich they have enLered, aod the ne- 
cessity of their aeeJiirig the sustaiaiog grace 
or God. 

ARilCLE III. 

Section 1. The Holy Scriptures require 
that trial be previously made of those who 
are to be ordained to the gospel ministry, 
that this sacred office be not committed to 
weak and unworthy men ; 1 Tim. iii. 6, not 
a novice, 2 Tim. ii. 2, and that the churches 
may have opportunity to jadge of the quali- 
flcations of those by whom they are to be 
instriicLed and governed. To this end, pres- 
byteries shall license probationers to preach 
the gospel, that after a competent trial of 
their gifts, and having received a good report 
from the churches, they may be ordained to 
the saered office. 1 Tim. iii. 7, 3 John 12. 

2. In ordinary cases, no student of theolo- 
gy can be admitted to trials for license, until 
he has completed a course of theological 
study of three full years, after the time of 
his admission by the presbytery, uor with- 
out producing testimonials of unexceptiona- 
ble conduct, diligence, and proficiency in his 
studies. 

3. When a student of theology has com- 
pleted the prescribed course of studies, with 
due proii.eicncy, he shall be takea on trials 
by that presbytery under whose care he is 
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i. That tbe lioly ministry be not intrusted 
to weak and ignorant men, 1 Tim. iii. 6, 7, 
2 Tim. ii. 2, 3 John 12, the presbytery shall 
examine each candidate as to liis knowledge 
of the Latin language, and of the original 
languages in which the scriptures were writ- 
ten. They shall exan:iine him on the ordi- 
nary branches of literature and science, on 
theology, natural and revealed; on the na- 
ture of the sacraments, ecclesiastical history, 
church government, and the distinguishing 
principles of our religious profession. And 
to make trials of his talents to explain, vin- 
dicate and practically enforce the doctrines 
of the gospel, the presbytery shall require 
him to deliver before them the following 
exercises, namely: 

1. An Exegesis, 

2. A Homily. 

3. A Critical Exercise. 

4. A Lecture. 

5. A Popular Sermon. 

5. Wherever convenient, it is expedient 
that these or similar pieces of trial be de- 
livered before the presbytery at different 
times, that they may be able to judge of the 
progress of the candidate. But the lecture 
and popular sermon are to be delivered in 
public, and immediately before licensure. 

0. The presbytery shall sdso examine the 
candidate respecting his experimental ac- 
quaintance with religioBj and his motives in 
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desiring to enter into the work of the gospel 
ministry. Kom. ii, 21, 1 Tim. iii. 6, 2 Tim. 
ii. 2. 

7. The presbytery being satisfied with all 
the parts of the candidate's trials, and having 
sustained them for license, and having de- 
cided to license him, the moderator shall 
propose to him the formula of questions, 
(see Art, Y.) except such as necessarily im- 
ply investiture with office. After answering 
the questions proposed in a sitisfactory 
manner, he is to be licensed in the name of 
the Lord Jesus Christ to pieach the ever- 
lasting gospel as a probationer tor the holy 
ministry. It is proper that the moderator 
accompany the aot of licensure with a suita- 
ble word of exhortation. 

8. A certificate, which shall be an extract 
of the official record of licensure, signed by 
the moderator and clerk of the presbytery, 
shall be given to probationers.* 

9. All probationers shall be under the 
direction, and fulfil tlie appointments given 
by the presbytery by which they were li- 
censed, or into whose bounds they may be 
regularly sent. 

10. When a licentiate shall have been 
preaching for a considerable time, and his 
services do not appear to be edifying to the 
churches, the presbytery may, in their dis- 
cretion, recall his license. 

4 *■ See Appendix No, VI. 
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ARTICLE IV. 



OF THE ELECTION OF CHURCH OFFICERS. 

Though the authority by which the officers 
of the church hold their respective offices is 
conferred through ordination, their right to 
exercise their office statedly in any congre- 
gation, depends on their election by the 



Section" 1. In settled congregations it is 
the province of the existing session to judge 
when an election of additional elders may 
be necessary, and of the session and deacons 
to judge when an election of deacons may 
be necessary, and to proceed to such election 
without an application to the presbytery. 

2. When an election of ruling elders or 
deacons in any congregation has been ap- 
pointed, notice shall be given at least ten 
days previous, that the people may consult 
among themselves, and fix upon some suita- 
ble persons. 

3, On the day appointed for the election, 
which shall be some weels: day, days of fast- 
ing and thanksgiving excepted, after the 
close of public worship, the moderator shall 
state the object of the meeting, and after 
prayer fordivinedirection, the session having 
previously agreed upon suitable persons, 
shall nominate them to the congregation. 



cjiGooglc 



39 

yet this stall not preclude the nomination 
of others by any member of the oongregation. 

4. None shall be eligible to office, nor are 
any entitled to vote in such election, but such 
as aro members in full communion in the 
congregation at the time of the election. 

6. Nominations having been made,' the 
vote shall be taten on each candidate sepa- 
rately: it may be taken either with the 
uplifted hand, or in such manner as the ses- 
sion may approve, cars being taken that it 
be a fair and unbiassed expression of the 
will of the people; aad no person shall be 
considered as elected unless he have a ma- 
jority of the whole number of votes given. 

6. The result of the election shall be pub- 
licly announoed by the Moderator, and if 
it be in a vacant congregation, he shall make 
report of it to the presbytery as in the case 
of organization. (See Art. I.) 

Part II. — election of ministers. 
Section 1. When a congregation after 
hearing a minister or probationer, desire to 
obtain him for their pastor, the elders shall 
convene them, that they may petition ihe 
presbytery, under whose inspection they are, 
for the appointment of a member of presby- 
tery to preside in the moderation of a call. 
They shall also at the same time appoint one 
or more of their own number to present their 
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petition, and give such information in rela- 
tion to the situation and prospects of the 
congregation, and the support which they in- 
tend to give their minister, as the presbytery 
may require. 

2.. If the moderation he granted, the pres- 
bytery shall appoint one of their own num- 
ber to preach on a week day, as soon as con- 
venient, in the nsual place of worship of the 
said congregation, and to moderate in a call. 
Due notice of the purpose, time, and place of 
the meetirg shall be given to the congregation. 
But if, from any unexpected circumstance, 
a large proportion of the people have been 
prevented attending on the appointed day, 
the minister may defer the election another 
week, without a new order from presbytery. 

3. On the day appointed, after the close 
of public worship, the minister shaU state 
the object of the meeting, read a blank call 
in the hearing of the congregation, and, after 
prayer for divine direction, shall call for the 
nomination of a candidate; then, having 
twice distinctly announced the name of the 
nominee, shall call upon all who favour the 
nomination to hold up their right hands, and 
afterwards such as are against it. If there 
is more than one candidate, the presiding 
minister shall, in the manner just specified, 
take the vote on each nomination. 

4. None are entitled to vote in the elec- 
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tion of a pastor but such as are in full com- 
munion at the time of the election; and no 
candidate shall be considered as elected who 
has not a majority of all the votes. 

5. After the election, the result shall be 
announced, the blank in the call filled, and 
the electors requested to come forward and 
affix their signatures to the call. It ahail be 
signed, first by the elders and deacons, and 
then by all the members. The ordinary 
hearers, though not entitled to vote, may, if 
they choose, affix their signatures to the call 
as adherents. The call thus subscribed, wit- 
nessed by two or more respectable persons 
not members of the congregation, if they 
can be obtained, and attested by the pre- 
siding minister, shall be transmitted to the 
presbytery by a commissioner or commission- 
era duly appointed.* 

6. In case there be a minority opposed to 
the candidate elect, the Moderator shall en- 
deavour to persuade them to acquiesce in the 
choice of their brethren. Eat if this minori- 
ty be large and steadily refuse to acquiesce, 
he shall report the facts to the presbytery, 
that they may judge what is best for the in- 
terests and peace of the congregation. 

7. The call being now in the hands of the 
presbytery it must by them he sustained, be- 

call, and of its altesUtlon, sea 
i* 
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fore presentation to the candidate. And, 
when it is known or believed that any other 
presbytery is concerned in the matter, infor- 
mation shall be communicated to said pres- 
bytery previous to the presentation. 

8. When there are competing calls they 
shall be transmitted for presentation to the 
presbytery to which the candidate belongs, 
or to the Synod, if it is to meet within a rea- 
sonable time. 

9. No minister or probationer shall receive 
a call, except through the hands of a pres- 
bytery or synod. When a call ia presented 
and accepted the way is open for proceeding 
to ordination and installation. 

ARTICLE V. 
OP THE ORDINATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS. 



Section 1. Previous to the ordination of 
ruling elders and deacons, the session shall 
meet to examine the officers elect, as to their 
acceptance of the office, their views in under- 
taking it, anil their qualifications for it. 

2. The officers elect having been approved, 
and having declared their willingness to ac- 
cept the office, a day shall be appointed for 
their ordination, and public notice thereof 
given to the congregation, not less than ten 
days previous. 
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S. The public notice of such an appoint- 
ment shall be accompanied with the serving 
of an edict, which is a public intimation that 
if any person has anything to object against 
the faith or conversation of any of the offi- 
cers elect, such objection shall be given in 
by a specified time, otherwise the ordination 
shall be proceeded with.* 

4. No valid objection being offered, after 
sermon the presiding minister shall briefly 
narrate the proceedings already had, and, the 
candidates for ordination presenting them- 
selves before the congregation, he shall pro- 
pose to them the formula of questions an- 
nexed to this article, and these questions 
being answered in the affirmative, he shall 
propose to the members of the church, the 
following questions, viz. : 

Do you, the members of this church ad- 
here to your choice of and receive this bro- 
ther as a ruling elder, or deacon, and do you 
promise to yield him all that honor, encou- 
ragement and obedience, in the Lord, to 
which his office entitles him? 

The members of the church having an- 
swered this question in the affirmative, by 
holding up their right hands, the Moderator 
shall proceed to set apart the candidates by 
prayer. After prayer he shall exhort both 
officers and people to their respective duties. 



* For form of edict, see Appendii, So. VII. 
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5. At the close of the service, it is proper 
that the members of the exiatinf; session, in 
presence of the congregation, take the new- 
ly ordained elder or elders by the hand, say- 
ing, "We give unto you the right hand of 
fellowship, take part of this office with us," 
And before the session adjourns a record of 
the ordination shall be inserted in their mi- 
nutes. 

6. An elder or deacon removing from his 
own into another congregation, and present- 
ing suitable testimonials of his personal and 
official conduct, shall, on his being duly elect- 
ed by the congregation, be installed as an 
elder or deacon without a new ordination. 

7. A list of ruling elders in every congre- 
gation with the time of their ordination, is 
to be given hy the minister to the presbytery. 



r MraiRTEBS. 

Section 1. Where a call has been accept- 
ed by a prohationer, the presbytery shall ap- 
point him trials for ordination. These shall 
consist of an examination on personal reli- 
gion, theology, natural and revealed, the ori- 
ginal languages of the Holy Scriptures, eccle- 
siastical history and church government, pas- 
toral duties and the principles of our public 
profession, together with at least two public 
discourses, a lecture and a popular sermon. 

2. These trials having been passed to the 
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satiefactioTi of presbytery, they sliitll appoint 
a day for the ordination of tlie candidate; 
and shall also cause the congregation to be 
assembled a convenient time previous there- 
to, at least ten days ; and at that time a writ- 
ten intimation termed an edict shall be pub- 
licly read to the congregation, purporting 
that, "the presbytery having received a call 
for Mr. A. B, preacher of the gospe!, to he 
their pastor, and finding nothing to hinder 
his settlement among them, will ordain and 
install him accordingly, if no just objection 
be seasonably offered.* 

3. The presbytery being met at the time 
specified in the edict, the person by them ap- 
pointed to serve it, or, in his absence, the 
clerk of the congregation, or one of the ses- 
sion, shall return it endorsed with his certi- 
fication, that it has been duly served. The 
presbytery shall then direct him to make 
proclamation in the church that they are 
now assembled and ready to hear any objec- 
tion to the life and doctrine of the candidate. 
If no objection be made the presbytery shall 
proceed with the ordination; but if any be 
made, the presbytery shall carefully consider 
them, and shall either sustain or over-rule 
them, as their nature and proof shall render 
necessary. 

* See Appendis, No. VII. 
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4. On the day of ordination a solemn fast 
shall be observed in the congregation, that 
they may more earnestly join in public 
prayer for the Lord's blessing on his ordi- 
nances, and on the labors of his servant to 
whom the adminiatration of these among 
them is about to be committed. 

5. No valid objection to the ordination 
being offered, a member of presbytery, pre- 
viously appointed, shall preach a sermon 
adapted to the occasion. The same, or an- 
other member appointed to preside, shall 
afterwards briefly narrate the proceedings of 
the presbytery preparatory to this transac- 
tion, and shall then request the candidate to 
present himself. The questions in the an- 
nexed formula shall then be proposed to 
him. 

6. Satisfactory answers being given to 
these questions, the presiding minister shall 
propose to the people the following ques- 
tions : 

1, Do you, the people of this congrega- 
tion, still profess your readiness to receive 

whom you have called to be 
your pastor? 

2. Do you promise to receive the word of 
truth from his month, with meekness and 
love; and to submit to him in the due ex- 
ercise of discipline? Jas. i. 21, Heb, xiii. 
17. 
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3. Do jou promise to encourage him in 
his labors for your instruction and edifica- 
tion? 1 Thes. V. 12, 13. And do you en- 
gage to give him, while he is your pastor, 
that competent worldly maintenance which 
you have promised, and whatever else you 
may see to be needful for the honor of reli- 
gion, and his comfort among you? 1 Cor. 
ix. 7^15. 

4. The people having answered these 
questions in the affirmative, by holding up 
their right hands, the candidate shall kneel. 
Then the presiding minister shall, by prayer, 
Acts iui 2, 3, and with the laying on of the 
bands of the presbytery, 1 Tim. iv. li, 
solemnly ordain him to the office of the holy 
mmistry Prayer being ended, the presiding 
minister first, and the other members in 
Older, shall take him by the right hand, 
saying, "We give you the right hand of 
fellowship, to take part of this ministry with 
us." Gal. ii. 9, Acts i. 25. An appropriate 
charge shall then be delivered to both pas- 
tor and people; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2., Mark iv. 24. 
Aiter praying and singing, the congregation 
shall be dismissed in the ususil manner, and 
then invited to come forward, and in token 
of their regard, take their minister by the 
band. 1'he whole transaction shall be re- 
corded in the presbytery's book.* 

* See Appendix So. VI'I. 
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S. iDstallation, whicli is the establishraerit 
of the relation between a pastor and his liock, 
shall always accompany ordination when a 
call has been accepted, 

9. As in particular emergencies, it may 
be desirable and necessary that a licentiate 
be ordained to the gospel ministry without 
a pastoral charge, in such case the questions 
of the formula having reference to a pastoral 
charge must be modified according to the 
ciroumstaDces. 



1. Do yon believe lihe holy Scriptures of 
the Old and New Testaments to bo the word 
of the living God, the infallible and only 
rule of faith and practice? 2 Tim. iii, 16, 
Eph. ii. 20. 

2. Do you believe and acknowledge the 
doctrines professed by this church, and con- 
tained in the Confession of Faith, Catechisms 
Larger and Shorter, and the Declarations of 
the Testimony, to be founded on the word 
of God, and are you resolved through divine 
grace, to maintain and adhere to the same, 
in opposition to all errors, and against all 
contrary opinions? 2 Tim, i. 13. 

3. Do you approve the Porm of Presby- 
terial Church Government, and the Directo- 
ries for worship, received by this church, as 
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agreeableto,and founded on the word of God; 
and are you resolved by the grace of God, 
to maintain and defend the same against 
all contrary opinions? 

4. Do you promise to suhmit, in the spirit 
of meekness, to the admonitions of the bre- 
thren of this presbytery, (or of this session) 
in subordination to the Synod and General 
Assembly, 1 Peter v. 15 ; and do you promise 
to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace; that you will not follow divi- 
sive courses, either by complying with the de- 
fections of the times, or giving yourself (or 
yourselves) up to a detestable neutrality in 
the cause of God? Acts xx. 17-31. 

5. Are not zeal for the glory of God, love 
to the Lord Jesns, and a desire of being use- 
ful in edifying the church of Christ, the chief 
motives which induce you to accept the office 
of a pastor (or ruling elder or deaconi) in 
this congregation? 1 Cor. ii. 2, 2 Cor. iv. 
5. 

6. Have you used any undue methods to 
procure your call to the office of pastor, 
(rnling elder or deacon) in this congrega- 
tion? 

7. Do you promise through grace, to en- 
deavor, as much as lieth in your power, to 
perform all the official duties incumbent on 
you with zeal and fidelity; and that you will 
be circumspect in your whole conversation, 



cjiGooglc 



following after righteousaess, faith, charity? 
Epistles to Tim. and Titus. 

FOR MI METERS, 

8. Are you now willing to take charge of 
thia congregation, agreeably to your decla- 
ration at accepting their call ; and do jon 
promise to perform all the duties of a pastor 
to them, preaching the gospel, not with en- 
ticing words of man's wisdom, hut in the 
purity and simplicity thereof; not shunning 
to declare the whole counsel of God; to cate- 
chise and exhort from house to house ; to 
visit the sick; and to perform whatever other 
duties are incumbent upon you, as a faithful 
minister of Christ, for the convincing and 
reclaiming of sinners, and for building up 
saints in their most holy faith? 

9. Do you now accept the call to the 
of&ce of ruling elder in this congregation, 
agreeably to your former declaration ; and 
do you promise, through grace, diligently 
to discharge all the duties of that office; to 
be faithful and impartial in the exercise of 
discipline, and to be punctual in attending 
the meetings of session, and superior judica- 
tories, as you may be required? 1 Pet, v. 2. 



10. Do you now accept of the call to the 
ofBee of deacon in this congregation, agree- 
ably to your former declaration; and do 
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jou promise to attend to the wants of the 
poor, with Christian meekness and tender- 
ness, and to manage all such temporalities 
of the church aa may he committed to your 
care with diligence and fidelity, according 
to the concurrent advice and directions of 
the session? 



FOR MINISTERS, ELDERS, . 

11. Do yoa make these promises as in the 
presence of the living God, who searcheth 
the hearts, and trieth the reins of the chil- 
dren of men, and as you would desire to 
give in your account with joy, at the great 
day of the Eedeemer's appearance, when he 
shall come, and all his saints with him, to 
judge the quick and the dead? 

ARTICLE VI. 



Section 1. As a minister of the gospel is 
by bis office related to the whole church, he 
may, for sufficient reasons, be removed from 
one pastoral charge to another. 

2. No minister shall be translated from 
one charge to another, nor shall he receive a 
call for that purpose, but by the authority of 
the presbytery or synod of which he is a mem- 
ber. 

3. The important interests that are in- 
volved in the translation of a minister, and 
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tte danger of creating jealousies and dissen- 
sions, by which the peace and comfort of the 
church may he disturbed, render it ohiigatory 
on presbyteries to proceed with great caution, 
deliberation, and tenderness towards all par- 
ties interested. 

4. A call for a settled minister shall be 
prepared and prosecuted in the same manner 
aa one for a probationer or minister without 
charge. 

5. Before presenting a call to a minister 
who is pastor of another congregation, the 
presbytery shall require the congregation call- 
ing, by their commissioners, to represent to 
the presbytery the grounds on which they ask 
for his translation. They shall also summon 
the congregation, whose minister is called, to 
appear at their next meeting, to show cause, 
by their commissioners or in writing, why the 
call should not be presented and the transla- 
tion take place. This citation shall be read 
from the pulpit of that church, by a member 
of presbytery, or some other suitable person 
appointed by presbytery, immediately after 
public worship ; so that at least two Sabbaths 
shall intervene between the citation and the 
meeting of presbytery at which the matter is 
to be heard. If the congregation send no re- 
presentation by commissioners or otherwise, 
against the removal of their pastor, and if the 
presbytery are satisfied with the reasons as- 
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Bigncd for the proposed translation, ttey shall 
forthwith present the call, and if it be accept- 
ed, they shall dissolve the pastoral relation 
already existing, and translate the candidate 
to the other congregation. The day of his 
installation shall be fixed, and the edict ap- 
pointed to be served. But if the congrega- 
tion whose pastor is called oppose the removal, 
the presbytery shall hear the parties, and 
after careful and serious deliberation, either 
continue him in his present charge, or trans- 
late him, as they deem most for the edifica- 
tion of the church; or they may refer the 
whole matter to the synod, for advice and di- 
rection. 

6. When the minister called bSlonga to a 
difi'erent presbytery, the presbytery, which 
has sustained the call, shall transmit it, to- 
gether with a statement of the grounds on 
which his translation is asked for, to the pres- 
bytery of which he is a member, that it may 
be presented, or they may authorize the con- 
gregation ,to prosecute the call, by their com- 
missioners, before that presbytery, and that 
presbytery having cited him and his congre- 
gation, shall proceed to hear and issue the 
cause, as before directed. If they agree to 
his translation, they shall release him from 
his charge; and having given him proper tes- 
timonials, signed by the moderator and clerk, 
direct bim to repair to the presbytery, with- 
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in whose bounds the congregation calliog 
him lies, that the proper steps may be taken 
for his settlement- The presbytery to which 
the congregation belongs, having received a 
certificate of his release, shall proceed to in- 
Btail him in his new charge as soon as practi- 
cable. No pastor shall be translated without 
his own consent. 

7. Installation, which consists in consti- 
tuting a pastoral relation between a minister 
and the people of a particular church, may, 
in case of a minister previously ordained, be 
performed by the presbytery, or a committee 
appointed for that purpose, and the following 
order shall be observed therein: — 

8, A day shall be appointed for the instal- 
ment, and due notice thereof shall be giveu 
to the congregation. The presbytery or & 
committee having met on the day appointed, 
they shall proceed as in the case of ordina- 
tion and installation. The member who pre- 
sides shall then address himself to the minis- 
ter to be installed, proposing to him the 6th, 
7th and 8th questions of the formula for the 
ordination of ministers, together with the fol- 
lowing: 

"And all this you promise in agreeableness 
to your ordination engagements, and in hum- 
ble reliance upon divine grace?" 

Having received satisfactory answers to all 
these, he shall propose to the people the ques- 
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tiona prescribed in Article V., Part II., Sec- 
tion 6, which having been answered in the af- 
firmative, by holding up the right hand, he 
shall solemnly declare said minister to be re- 
gularly constituted pastor of that congrega- 
tion. A charge shall then he given to both 
parties, and after prayer and singing a psalm, 
the congregation shall be dismissed vfith the 
usual benediction. 

9. It is highly proper that after the ser- 
vices, the officers and other members of the 
congregation should come forward to their 
pastor, and give him the right hand, in token 
of their cordial reception and affectionate re- 
gard. 

10, The presbytery shall always enter upon 
their minutes their reasons for translating a 
minister; and when that act is likely to give 
much dissatisfaction to his people, a copy of 
these reasons shall be extracted and sent to 
them by their commissioners. 

ARTICLE VII. 

DISSOLUTION OF THE FAStOKAL RELATION. 

Section 1. As the authority of the presby- 
tery is interposed in the formation of the pas- 
toral relation, so it shall be necessary to its 
dissolution. 

2. When circumstances arise which seem 
to render a dissolution of the pastoral rela- 
tion necessary, application to this end may 
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be made either by the pastor or people, or by 
both united, and shall in all cases be accom- 
panied with a statement of the reasons for 
which it is urged, 

3, If the application be made by the pas- 
tor, the congregation shair be cited to appear, 
as in the case of translation, and if the appli- 
cation be from the congregation, the pastor 
shall ^0 cited to appear, and show cauae why 
the application should not be granted. As 
this is a matter important in its nature and 
consequences, the presbytery shall give it the 
same careful and serious deliberation pre- 
scribed in the matter of translation from one 
charge to another. 

4. If, upon due consideration of the case, 
the presbytery shall judge it for edification 
to grant the petition, the congregation shall 
be declared vacant, and the minister who has 
thu8 been released shall remain subject to the 
orders of the presbytery. 
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TART II. 

OP DISCIPLINE. 

CHAPTER I. 



Section 1. Discipline ia the exercise of 
that authority with which the Lord Jesus 
Christ has clothed the officers of his house, in 
the application of the laws which he has given 
in hia word. Acts xv. 25 — 29; Ilev. ii. 2, 3. 

2. The exercise of discipline is most neces- 
sary, because in the imperfect and mingled 
state of the visible church, disorders will arise, 
not only among carnal professors, but also, 
from remaining corruption, among the truly 
gracious. Matt, xviii. 7, 15 — 17. Its gene- 
ral object is the removal of offences,, and pre- 
venting their unhappy effects. The special 
designs are, vindicating the honor and autho- 
rity of Josus Christ, Ezek. sxii. 26; xliv, ti- 
8; maintaining the purity of his ordinances 
and of his truth, Bev. ii. 2, 3, averting judg- 
ments which are threatened on account of of- 
fences connived at, Hev. ii. 5, 16, preserving 
the cause of God for posterity, Rev. ii. 5; Ps. 
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Ixxviii. 5 — 8; reclaiming offenders, 1 Cor. v. 
5, warning others that thej maj foar, 1 Tim. 
V. 20, and promoting the peace and edifica- 
tion of the body of Chiat. 

3. An oifence, the ground of discipline, is 
anything in the avowed belief, or in the prac- 
tice of a church member which is contrary to 
the ward of Grod, and the standards of the 
United Presbyterian Church ; or which in ita 
nature and circumstances is calculated to lead 
others into sin. Rom. xiv. 13, 20, 21; Rev. 
ii. 14. Nothing, therefore, ought to be con- 
sidered by any judicatory as an offence, or 
admitted as a ground of censure, which can- 
not be shown to be such from the word of 
God, and the regulations and practice of the 
church, or which does not involve those evils 
for the prevention of which discipline is in- 
tended. 

4. The proper exercise of discipline requires, 
in the office-bearers of the church, not only 
fidelity and firmness, but also tenderDCBs and 
moderation, wisdom and discrimination. Scan- 
dals of the same kind cannot always be treat- 
ed in the same manner, in consequence of the 
different circumstances that may attend them, 
rendering them more or less offensive; and 
which may therefore require a different mode 
of procedure in similar cases, at different 
times, for the attainment of the same end. 1 
Tim. i. 20; Gal. v. 12; Jude 22, 23. 
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5. All baptized persons, being members of 
the church, are under her care and subject 
to her authority and discipline: and having 
attained the years of discretion are bound to 
perform all the duties of church members. 

CHAPTER II. 

Section 1. Offences are either personal or 
general, and these may be either private or 
public: and the procedure will vary in some 
respects, in reference to these several classes. 

2. A personal offence ia a violation of tbe 
Divine law, considered in the character of a, 
wrong or injury done to a particular indivi- 
dual or individuals. A general offence is any 
heresy or immorality having no personal re- 
lation, or apart from it. While, therefore, a 
general offence may not be personal, every 
personal offence is general. 

3. Private offences are such as are known 
only to an individual, or at most, to a few 
persons. Public offences are such as are 
generally known, or are known to many 
persons. 

CHAPTER III. 

Section 1, In cases of personal offences 
the injured party, whether the offence be 
public or private, must first use the means 
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prescribed by our Lord, Matt, xviii. 15 — 17, 
of bringing the offender to a sense of hia er- 
ror, and effecting a reconciliation, before he 
can be admitted as a prosecutor. He muat 
go to him privately and alone, and endeavor 
to bring him to an acknowledgment of hia sin, 
and to sorrow for it. If in thia he succeed, 
the matter ahali terminate. But if he at first 
fail, he must continue hia dealing, taking with 
him others, who may unite with him in, and 
be evidences of hia Christian expostulations; 
failing here he ia to tell it to the cburch. 
Failure to comply with our Lord's direction, 
by any one lodging information against ano- 
ther, is itself an offence subjecting the in- 
former to censure. As, however, the inte- 
resta of religion may require a judicial inves- 
tigation of a personal offence, as general, the 
settlement of the matter between the parties 
shall not preclude a church court from inves- 
tigating it. 

2. In all cases of private offences, though 
they be general, he or they to whom they are 
known, are bound to use the above named 
private means for the removal of the scandal, 
and no one can be admitted as an accuser who 
has not complied with this rule. Where a 
private offence ia known only to an individual, 
and ia therefore not auaceptible of legal proof, 
it is, after serious and close dealing, to be 
left between God and the offender's con- 
science. 
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S. General offences may be bronght before 
a judicatory either by an individual or indi- 
viduals appearing as accusers, and under- 
taking to substantiate the charge, or by in- 
formation,, where the informer declines to ap- 
pear as a prosecutor, or by a common fame. 

4. In prosecutions by common fame, the 
previous steps required by our Lord in rela- 
tion to personal offences, are not necessary. 
Yet, even here, an offence may be so circum- 
stanced as to render it proper for the court 
to appoint a committee of inquiry, in order 
to ascertain whether the case be such as re- 
quires judicial investigation, and can be pro- 
secuted to conviction, and also to converse 
with the offender, and endeavor to bring him 
to a sense of his sin, without actual process. 

5. Taking up charges on the ground of 
ComEuon fame, requires caution and prudence 
on the part of the judicatory, inasmuch as it 
is not every report that amounts to this. It 
must first be determined that a common fame 
really exists, and no rumor is to be regarded 
as such, unless it specify some particular sin 
or sins, is general or widely spread, is not 
transient but permanent, generally believed, 
and accompanied with a strong presumption 
of truth. 

6. As, however, a rumor may exist, not 
amounting to common fame, affecting the cha- 
racter of an individual, the person affected 

C 
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thereby may request a judicial investigation 
for his own vindication, and it may be proper 
for the judicatory to grant the request. 

7. In CBSea taken up on information, the 
name of the informer is not to be given up 
without his coDsent; but if the innocence of 
the party accused be clearly made out, the ju- 
dicatory shall inquire whether the informa- 
tion was lodged through malice, or' impru- 
dence, or otherwise, and deal with him ac- 
cordingly, 

8. In all cases of process on the ground of 
common fame, or by information, where the 
informer refuses to appear, the judicatory 
may appoint an individual member of the 
court to act as prosecutor in the management 
of the case. A session may appoint any per- 
son who is a church member and under their 
jurisdiction. 

9. All charges must be drawn up in the 
form of libel or complaint. A libel is a writ- 
ten charge preferred against an individual or 
individuals, in argumentative form. It 6rat 
specifies the offence as censurable, and cites 
authorities from Scripture and the standards 
of the church to prove this, then charges the 
offence in point of fact on the accused by 
name, including, as far as practicable, a spe- 
cification of time and place, and concludes 
with the inference that he ought to be een- 
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Bnved.* A complaint differs from tliis in 
omitting the first part, in other respects it ia 
the same; and as the relevancy of the charge 
must be determined by the court, the latter 
form is sufficient in all ordinary casea. In 
either form the offence must he distinctly spe- 
cified, with times and places as far as practi- 
cable, and the names of -witnesses. 

10. Ihe original and only parties to a trial 
are the accuser and the accused ; and in casea 
where the court appoints the accuser, he shall 
exercise all the rights of an original party. 
These parties shall be known in the appellate 
courts as the appellant and appellee. 

11. In reciving charges, no person can be 
admitted as an accuser who is known to in- 
dulge an evil spirit towards the accused, is 
not of good fame, is under process or censure, 
is deeply interested in the conviction of the 
accused; and great caution should he exer- 
cised where the accuser is rash, litigious, or 
imprudent. Persona who appear as accusers, 
or who undertake to substantiate a charge, 
shall be held subject to censure if they fail in 
proof, unless it appear that there were strong 
presumptions of the guilt of the accused, 

* See Appendix, No. 11. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Section 1. When all other means of re- 
moviDg an offence have failed, the judicatory, 
which has immediate cognizance of it, shall ju- 
dicially take it into consideration. Eut at 
the first meeting of the judicatory, when a 
libel or complaint has been tabled, no- further 
proceedings shall be had, unless by consent 
of parties, than to furnish the accused with 
a copy of the libel or complaint, and a list of 
the witnesses annexed, and to cite all con- 
cerned to appear at the next meeting of the 
judicatory. Notice shall he given to the 
parties and witnesses at least ten days pre- 
vious to the meeting of the judicatory, and if 
the parties be present when the charge is re- 
ceived, and the time and place of trial ap- 
pointed, that shall be held as sufficient cita- 
tion and notification, 

2. If the accused party be absent when 
the charge is received and trial appointed, 
a citation with notification of time and place 
of trial, and a list of witnesses, shall be put 
into his hands, or left at the usual place of 
his residence, by some suitable person ap- 
pointed for the purpose.* Citations shall 
also be issued to such witnesses as the ac- 
cused shall name, who are members of the 
* See Appendix, No. 12. 
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cburcli, to appear on his behalf,* And all 
citations shall be signed in the name of the 
judicatory, by the moderator and elerk, 
Othei- persona can only be requested to at- 
tend. 

3. In drawing up charges, times, places, 
and circumatances should, if possible, be par- 
ticularly stated, that the accused may have 
an opportunity of proving an alifii, or ex- 
plaining admitted facts in extenuation or 
justification of then! ; and every libel or com- 
plaint, except tboae founded on common 
fame, must be thus specific. 

4. If an accused person neglects or refuses 
to obey the citation, he is to be cited a se- 
cond time, and, if this be not answered, a 
third time, with notification that if he do not 
appear, or send a sufficient excuse, the judi- 
catory will proceed to trial as if he were 
present, and also censure him for bis contu- 
macy. 

5. While the time intervening between the 
first citation of an accused person and ihe 
meeting of the judicatory at which he is to 
appear, must be at least ten days, the time 
allowed on a subsequent citation, is in tbe 
discretion of the court; provided always, 
however, that it be sufficient for a convenient 
compliance. And in every case of unusual 

* See Appendix, No. 13. 
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distance from, or difficulty of communication 
with the place of meeting, n reasonable time 
shall always be allowed. 

6. The judicatory, before proceeding to 
trial, shall ascertain that their citations have 
been duly served, and espGcIally before they 
judge a person guilty of contumacy or inflict 
any censure for it. 

7. Before proceeding to trial, the first 
point to bo determined is, the admissibility 
of the charges. In most cases this will have 
been done before the citation of the accused, 
yet, as he has a right to be heard on that 
point, and may not be present to plead to it, 
and as it may be affected, not only by the 
position and character of the accuser, but 
also by the inadmissibility of the testimony 
and the general and indefinite character of 
the charges, it ought not, in some cases, to 
be regarded as definitely settled till the ac- 
cused be heard. If the charges be judged 
inadmissible, all further proceedings cease. 

8. The first thing to be considered on the 
trial is the relevancy of the libel, that is, 
whether the charges, if proved, be censura- 
ble. On this, the accused, if present, has a 
right to be fully heard, bat not in making a 
plea against the principles of his public pro- 
fession. If, on careful consideration, the 
charges be found not relevant, all further 
proceedings must terminate; but if they are 
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Bnatained aa relevant, the accused is to be 
interrogated as to the matters of fact. If 
he admit them, the way is open for a deci- 
sion, but if he deny them, the judicatory 
shall proceed with the trial. 

9. The trial shall be fair and impartial. 
The witnesses shall be examined in presence 
of the accused, or at least after he baa re- 
ceived due citation to attend; and he shall 
be permitted to cross-examine them, and to 
ask any question tending to his own excul- 
pation. After all the evidence has been 
taken in coiafirmatioTi of the charge, the ac- 
cused shall introduce whatever rebutting or 
extenuating evidence he has to offer. 

10. The testimony being closed, the ac- 
cused shall be heard first, and then the 
accuser, and the court shall decide whether 
the accused shall have an Opportunity of be- 
ing further heard. The parties being re- 
moved, the judicatory shall proceed to ex- 
amine and weigh the testimony, and give 
judgment accordingly. 

11. The judgment shall be regularly en- 
tered on the records oE the judicatory, and 
the parties shall be allowed copies of the 
whole proceedings, at their own expense, if 
they demand them ; and in case of the re- 
moval of a cause to a higher court, the lower 
judicatory shall send a complete authentica- 
ted copy of the whole record to the higher 
judicatory. 
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12. The sentence, if it ia thought neces- 
sary to publish it, shall be published only in 
the church or churches which have beeo 
offended; but when the ends of public edifi- 
cation can be as well answered, private cen- 
sure is to be preferred, 

13. As cases may arise in which a consi- 
derable time may intervene before it ia prac- 
ticable to commence process against an ac- 
cused church member, the session may, in 
such cases, if they think it necessary to edi- 
fication, prevent the accused from approach- 
ing the Lord's table until the charges against 
liita can be examined. And if an individual 
be evading process, the judicatory shall enter 
that fact on its records, together with the 
nature of the ofi'ence charged, and shall sus- 
pend him from all church privileges until he 
appear before the court and answer to the 
charges against him. 

14. If the testimony taken during a trial, 
proves a sin, properly denominated by another 
name than that designated in the libel, while 
the specific charge of the libel must be found 
not proved, the accused may be found guilty 
of that which appears in proof, and sentence 
passed accordingly, provided, nevertheless, 
that further time shall be given to him for 
defence, if he demand it, or justice require 
it. 

15. No professional counsel shall be per- 
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mitted to appear and plead in cases of pro- 
cess in any of our ecclesiastical courts; but 
an accused person roay, if he desire it, be 
represented by any memWr of the church, 
subject to the jurisdiction of the court before 
which he appears. The person so empioyed, 
if a member of the court, shall not be al- 
lowed, after pleading the cause of the ac- 
cused, to sit in judgment on the case, 

16. Questions of order, which arise in the 
course of process, shall be decided by the 
Moderator. If an appeal is made from the 
decision of the chair, the question on appeal 
shall be taken without debate. Decisions 
on points of order shall always be recorded, 
if either party shall request it. 

17. The records of the proceedings, in 
cases of judicial process, shall exhibit not 
only the charges, specifications, and sentence 
of the court, but all the testimony and all 
the circumstances which had an iofluence on 
its judgment; and nothing which is not con- 
tained in the record shall be taken into con- 
sideration in reviewing the proceedings in a 
hlgbet court. 

CHAPTER V. 



Section 1. As the honor and success of the 
gospel is intimately connected with the un- 
blemished reputation of its ministers, both 
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aa to (Joctrine and conduct, each presbytery 
should take speeisil care that charges are not 
received against them on slight or frivoloua 
grounds ; nor, wlTen received, are they to he 
negligently examined, or slightly censured if 
found true. 

2. Process against a gospel minister shall 
always he entered hefore the presbytery of 
which he is a member, and the rules of pro- 
cedure laid down in Chapter IV., under the 
head of Actual Process, are to be strictly ob- 
served in every process against a minister. 
Process against a licentiate shall be entered, 
if practicable, before the presbytery in whose 
bounds be ia laboring, and if not, before the 
presbytery under whose care he is. 

3. If the offence with which a minister 
stands charged occurred without the bounds 
of his own presbytery, that presbytery shall 
send notice to the presbytery within whose 
bounds it did occur; and request them either 
to cite the witnesses to appear at the place 
of trial, if within convenient distance, or, if 
the distance be so great as to render attend- 
ance inconvenient, to take the examination 
themselves and transmit an authentic record 
of their testimony; always giving due notice 
to the accused person of the time and place 
of such examination. 

4. When a minister is supposed to be guilty 
of an offence, at such a distance from the 
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place of hia resifience, as that it is not likely 
to become otherwise known to the preshytery 
to which he belongs, in such case, it shall be 
the duty of the presbytery in whose bounds 
the facts have happened, after satisfying them- 
selves that there is sufficient ground of accu- 
sation, to send notice to the presbytery of 
which he is a member, which is to proceed 
against him, and request the other presby- 
tery to take the testimony as in preceding 
Bcction, or they may send a commissioner ap- 
pointed by themselves for this purpose. In 
either case due notice must be given to the 
accused party. 

5. Process shall not be commenced against 
a minister unless at the instance of a respon- 
sible party who undertakes to prove the 
charge; or unless common fame so loudly 
proclaims the scandal that the presbytery find 
it necessary to investigate the charge. And 
where there is a prosecutor, he should he pre- 
viously informed that if he fail to show pro- 
bable cause for the charges, he must himself 
he censured as a slanderer of the gospel mi- 
nistry, in proportion to the malignity and 
rashness that may appear in the prosecution. 

6. Persons aggrieved by ministers are re- 
quired to acquaint them with their grievances 
in private, whether the offences have been 
public or private, and failing to obtain satis- 
factioD, to apply to some other minister of the 
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presbytery for his advice in the case, before 
they can be admitted to present a complaint 
or libel to the presbytery. 

7. Every complaint or libel must be re- 
duced to writing before it is laid before the 
presbytery. And after receiving it, the pres- 
bytery shall act according to tbe regulations 
laid down, Chapter IV., Section 1, under the 
head of a'ctnal process. 

8. At the nest meeting the charge shall be 
read to the minister accused, and he shall be 
called upon to say whether he is guilty or not. 
If he confess, the presbytery shall deal with 
him according to their discretion ; if be plead 
and take issue, the trial shall proceed, as di- 
rected in Chapter IV., Sections 7—10. If 
found guilty, he shall be censured according 
to the degree of his offence. 

9. If, on tbe trial, it appear that the mat- 
ter complained of amounts to no more than 
acta of infirmity which may be amended, and 
the people satisfied, so that little remains to 
hinder his usefulness, they shall take all pru- 
dent measures for the removal of tbe offence. 

10. A minister who has been accused of 
scandal, being twice duly cited, and refusing 
to attend the presbytery, shall be immedi- 
ately suspended. 

11. A minister, under process for scandal, 
shall retain, unimpaired, bis right to delibe- 
rate and vote in other matters, unless the 
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SCanda! charged ba of such a nature that the 
presbytery consider it necessary to suspend 
hira from the exercise of his ministry till the 
charge be investigated. 

CHAPTER VI. 

DF EXCEPTIONAL CASES. 

Sectioh 1. There ara cases in which the 
guilt of an individual is manifest, the offence 
being committed in the presence of the court, 
or in which trial is rendered unnecessary by 
the confession of the party; in such eases 
judgment maybe given without process. 

2. As there is no accuser in such oases, if 
the sentence of tte judicatory be appealed 
from, some person, a member of the court, or 
a member of the church, and subject to the 
jurisdiction of the same court with the appel- 
lant, shall be appointed to defend the sen- 
tence in the superior court, and such person 
■Bhall be the appellee in the case. 

CHAPTER VII. 

Section 1. A charge of scandal may be 
established by the testimony of witnesses, by 
the records of a church court, or by written 
or published papers. 

2. In receiving the testimony of witnesses, 
great care and impartiality should be exer- 
7 



cjiGooglc 



74 

cised by judicatories. All persons are not 
competent as witnesaes, and all who are com- 
petent are not credible. 

3. Incompetency is either absolute or re- 
lative. A witness who does not believe in 
the esistence of God, or in a future state of 
rewards and punishments, or is an idiot, is ab- 
solutely incompetent. Relative incompetency 
arises from a want of proper age or intelli- 
gence, a defect in any of the senses, or things 
of a like character. Either party has a right 
to ehallcDge a witness whom he believes to bo 
incompetent, and the court shall examine and 
decide on his competency. 

4. The credibility of witnesses, or tbe de- 
gree of credit to be given to their testimony, 
may be affected by tbeir relationship to either 
of the parties; by interest in the result; by 
infamy of character; by enmity to the ac- 
cused; by being under censure for scandal or 
process for scandal impeaching their veracity ; 
by genera! rashness, indiscretion, or malig- 
nity of character; and by various other cir- 
cumstances; to which judicatories should care- 
fully attend, and for which they should make 
due allowance in their decision. 

5. A husband or wife shall not be com- 
pelled to bear witness for or against each 
other; nor when either of them is a party 
directly interested in the result, sbaH tbe 
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other be a witness, except when the offenne 
is committed by the one against the other. 

6. When the proof of a charge depends en- 
tirely upon the testimony of witnesses, two 
credible witnesses, at least, shall he necessary 
to establish the fact or facts charged. Deut. 
xis. 15. But if several different witnesses 
bear testimony to different similar acts be- 
longing to the samo general charge, or to cir- 
cumstances necessarily connected with the 
truth of the fact or facts, the crime shall be 
considered proved. Ex. xxii. 10 — 13; Deut. 
xxii. 23—27 ; 1 Kings iii. 16-— 27. 

7. A member of the judicatory may he 
called upon to hear testimony in a case which 
comes before it. lie shall be qualified as 
other witnesses are; and, after giving his tes- 
timony, may resume his seat as a member of 
the judicatory. 

8. Witnesses, afterward to be examined, 
except members of the judicatory, shall not 
be present during the examination of another 
witness, if either party demand their exclu- 
eion. 

9. Witnesses before giving their testimony, 
are, if it be required, to be solemnly purged 
of malice against the accused; and no testi- 
mony shall be received but on oath, except 
by consent of parties. 

10. After a witness has been sworn,* he 

« See Appendix, No. XIV. 
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shall be requealed first to state what te knows 
of the matter charged ; if he decline this me- 
thod, or baying given his statement, he shall 
be examined by the party introducing him; 
then cross-examined by the opposite party; 
after which any member of the judicatory, or 
either party may put additional interroga- 
tories. The court shall not permit frivolous 
questions, or questions not pertinent to the 
charge at issue, and every question must be 
put through the moderator, 

11. Every question put to a witness shall, 
if required, he reduced to writing. When 
answered, it, together with the answer, shall 
be recorded, if either party require it, 

12. The testimony given by witnesses shall 
be faithfully recorded, read to them for cor- 
rection and approval, and then being suh- 
seribed by them, shall be attested by the mo- 
derator. 

13. A member of the church summoned as 
a witness, and refusing to appear, or having 
appeared, refusing to give testimony, may be 
censured for contumacy. 

14. The records of a church court, or any 
part of them, whether original or transcribed, 
attested by the moderator and clerk, or 
either of them, shall be admitted as legal 
evidence in every other judicatory. And in 
Hke manner, testimony taken by one judica- 
tory at the request of another, shall be re- 
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ceived oy tbe latter as thougli it had been 
taken by themselree. 

15. Private writings and printed publica- 
tions, the genuineness and authorship of 
which are clearly established, may also be 
received in evidence. 

16. Where it may not be practicable to 
take a part, or the whole of tbe testimony of 
the witnesses in the presence of the court, on 
account of their distance from the place of 
meeting, or the impossibility of any of them 
attending in person, commissioners shall be 
appointed to take the testimony in question ; 
of which commission, and the time and place 
of meeting, due notice shall be giver, to the 
opposite party, that they may attend. And 
if the accused party shall, on hia part, desire 
to take testimony under similar circumstances, 
he shall give notice to the judicatory of the 
time and place when and where it is proposed 
to take it, that a commission, as in the former 
case, may be appointed for the purpose. All 
testimony thus taken shall be regarded as if 
taken in the presence of the judicatory. 

17. All evidence is either positive or cir- 
cumstantial. Positive evidence is that by 
which the fact, charged as a crime, is directly 
proven. Circumstantial evidence is that 
which proves such circumstances as necessa- 
rily or usually attend, or which have a ten- 
dency to establish such facts. 



cjiGooglc 



18. The evidence of a fact arising from 
circumstaoces necessarily connected with it, 
ia called violent presumption. Such pre- 
sumption only can he admitted as sufficient 
evidence; and, even then, it must be of 
such a nature as to produce full conviction on 
the minds of the judicatory. But while, in 
some cases, violent presumption may produce 
as strong conviction as can be got in any 
other^way, the greatest caution and circum- 
spection are always to be used in admitting 
them, especially in the absence of the posi- 
tive testimony of at least one credible wit- 



ness. 



_ 19. The evidence of a fact arising from 
circumstances which usually attend, or which 
have a tendency to estabhsh it, is called pro- 
bable presumption ; this, though it has various 
degrees of weight, may be destroyed by con- 
trary presumptions equally probable. Such 
presumption can only serve to corroborate 
other evidence; of itself it is not sufficient 
proof of a fact. 

20. The positive testimony of a witness 
often affords nothing more than a probable 
presumption of a fact, as when there is mani- 
fest reason to doubt Lis veracity, or his right 
apprehension of the facts which he gives in 
ly, or the accuracy of his memory, o 



when bis testimony is contradicted by a wit- 
uesB equally positive and credible. The ju- 
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dicatorj is therefore not bound, l>y their ad- 
mission of a witness, to give judgment accord- 
ing to his testimony. 

21. When a witness gives hia testimony as 
merely his opinion, his strong impression, or 
his uncertain remembrance, it is only proba- 
ble evidence. When, however, a witness 
gives his opinion, he should be asked to state 
the reasons on which it is founded, 

22. No second-hand or hearsay testimony 
is to be received, unless that which goes to 
prove the statements of persons who would 
have been credible witnesses, but are de- 
ceased; and it shall rest with the judicatory 
whether they will receive it or not, and what 
weight to allow it, if received. 

28. No private knowledge possessed by 
members of the judicatory, shall be suffered 
to influence the decision, as that must be 
based upon what ia actually in evidence. 

24. If, in the prosecution of an appeal, 
new testimony is offered, the appellate court 
may, if they find the evidence to be import- 
ant in its bearing on the ease, to have been 
unknown, or wholly beyond the reach of the 
party ofi'ering it, at the time of trial, refer 
the cause to the inferior judicatory for a new 
trial; or with the consent of parties take the 
testimony and issue the case. When, how- 
ever, this new testimony has had considerable 
inflaence in procuring a reversal of the deci- 
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sion of the court below, this fact shall be dis- 
tinctly stated in the decision of the superior 
judicatory. 

CHAPTER VUL 

OF SENTENCES. 

Section 1. A sentence consists in the de- 
termination of the degree of censure which is 
called for, on the finding of charges against 
an individuul true. 

2. Sentences should always be as nearly as 
possible proportioned to the nature and ag- 
gravation of the offence, Tit. iii. 10, 11, and 
adapted to the end. 1 Cor. v. 5; 2 Cor. ii. 
6 ; Jude 22, 23. And if the libel or com- 
plaint contained different charges, the sen- 
tence must be founded only on such as are 
duly proved. 

3. The sentence, when passed, should be 
reduced to writing, and read to the party on 
whom it has been passed, lie shall then be 
required to signify his willingness to submit 
to it; which if he do, the way is open for its 
execution. But if he is not prepared to sub- 
mit, it rests with the judicatory to determine 
whether, in the circumstances of the case, it 
will be for edification to grant him time for 
reflection till the next meeting. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Section 1. The censures of the church are 
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purely spiritual in their character. Huving 
been appointed by die Lord Jesus Christ, to 
promote the spiritual welfare of his church 
and people, and He having promised to bind 
in heaven whatsoever his servants hind on 
earth, censures administered according to His 
vord cannot be despised or disregarded by 
men, without guilt and danger: and great so- 
lemnity and gravity should be observed by 
those who administer them, as acting in the 
name of the great Head of the church. 

2. There are live degrees of church cen- 
sure, namely, admonition, rebuke, suspension, 
deposition and excommuaication. 

ARTICLE I. 



Judicial admonition is the lowest degree of 
censure. It consists in gently reproving an 
offender for his sin and scandal; warning 
hicQ of his guilt and danger, and exhorting 
him to be more circumspect and watchful in 
the future. It is to be administered in pri- 
vate. 

ARTICLE II. 

Rebuke is a higher degree of censure, and 
consists in setting forth t!ie great and aggra- 
vated character of the offence, with a sharp 
reproof for it. Tit. i. 13; ii. 15. Where the 
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offence is private the rebnke should a 
be in private, and in all cases where the pub- 
lic interests of religion will not be iojured 
thereby, it should be in private. But where 
the scandal is public, and the sin of an ag- 
gravated nature, the censure should be pro- 
nounced in public. 1 Tim. v. 20. 

ARTICLE in, 

OP BUS PENS ION. 

Section 1, Suspension is a censure which 
may be inflicted on either a private member 
or an officer of the cburch. In respect to 
the former it is a temporary judicial esclu- 
sion of an offender from sealing ordinances,* 
and of the latter, from the exercise of office,t 
aud in ordinary cases from sealing ordi- 
nances also. 

2; This censure becomes necessary when 
very gross offences have been committed, or 
when, notwithstanding admonition or rebuke, 
an offence is repeated or persisted in, or 
when probation is necessary to attest repen- 
tance and reformation. 

3. Suspension may be for a definite time, 
but generally it must be indefinite in dura- 
tion, and its removal depend upon the evi- 
dence of repentance. 

4. Suspension should be public, and may 

» See Appendix, No. XV. f See Appendix, No. XVI. 
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be administered iu the absence of tlie of 
fender. 

ARTICLE IV. 



Section 1. Deposition is a sentence de- 
priving a churcli oflicer of his office, Ezek. 
xliv. 13; 1 Kings ii. 27. 

2. Tliis censure siiould not be inflicted but 
with the greatest deliberation, and for the 
most weighty reasons, or when lighter cen- 
sures have failed. It should be preceded 
by suspension. In the case of miniatera, 
where practicable, the presbytery should 
seek the advice of synod, and in the case of 
ruling elders the session should seek the ad- 
vice of the presbytery, before proceeding to 
it. The sentence of deposition, passed on a 
minister, should be publicly intimated in all 
the congregations of the presbytery, and hia 
congregation declared vacant as soon as pos- 



er ES fOM MUNI CAT iOH. 

Section 1. Excommunication is the judi- 
cial excision of an offender from the visible 
church.* It does not cut him off from the 
kingdom of grace, but deelares him unworthy 
of a place in the visible church, and to have 



* See Appendix, No. XVII. 
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no more communion with it than " a heathen 
man and publican.'' Matt, xviii. 17; 1 Cor. v. 5. 

2. This fearful sentence should not be 
passed except for such gross errors as un- 
hinge the Christiao profession, or such vio- 
lations of the law of God as are peculiarly 
flagrant, or for obstinate persevering impeni- 
tence in grave offences. 1 Tim. i. 13, 20; 
Matt, xviii. 15—17. And not even then till 
all Scriptural means have been used, and 
have failed to reclaim the offender. Matt. 
xviii. 15—17. 

3. Much and solemn deIibeE_ation should 
he exercised before the judicatory proceed to 
this censure. The session, if they judge 
themselves shut up to thrs step, shall refer 
the matter to the presbytery, who may pass 
the sentence, if satisfied of its necessity, and 
give directions for its execution. A pres- 
bytery also before excommunicating a minis- 
ter should consult the synod. 

4. In every case before this step is taken, 
due notice must be given to the offender, 
and he warned of the sentence which awaits 
him, unless prevented by speedy repentance. 
He having been duly notified to attend, the 
sentence may be passed by the judicatory 
whether he be present or absent- 

5. A warrant having been issued by the 
presbytery,* for the public intimation of the 

* See Appecdix, No. XIX. 
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sentence, the officiating minister, after read- 
ing the warrant, shall recount the steps 
which have been taken in the case, and ex- 
plain the necessity to which the church has 
been reduced, of applying this last remedy; 
and having prayed for the Lord's blessing 
on his own ordinance, shall solemnly pro- 
nounce it in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

6. After intimation of the sentence, the 
members of the church should be warned 
that the person cast out is no longer to be 
viewed as a brother, and warned to have no 
unnecessary intercourse with him. 1 Oor. 
V, 11—13. Nevertheless, excommunication 
does not destroy the bonds of natural and 
civil relations, nor free from any of their ob- 
ligations. 1 Cor. V. 10; vii. 10—16. 
CHAPTER X. 



Section 1. The Lord Jesua Christ haa 
given to the officers of his house the power 
to loose as well as to bind, and has promised 
that whatever they loose on earth, shall be 
loosed in heaven. Matt. xvi. 19. 

2. No degree of heinousness or aggrava- 
tion of guilt precludes restoration to charch 
privileges on satisfactory evidence of repcnt- 
anco and reformation. 

3. It is not, however, every profession of 
sorrow for sin, nor every promise of amend. 
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merit, oor even a partial reformation, tliat 
should be judged a satisfactory reason for 
restoration. But where there is maaifested 
a spirit of humility and meekness, accompa- 
nied with a watchfulness and circumspection 
in life and conversation, especially iu respect 
to the particular sin for which the censure 
has been inflicted, the judicatory may feel 
themselves warranted in restoring the of- 
fender* 

4. The act of restoration shall be public, 
if the censure was pubSic, otherwise in pri- 
vate, and by the same court which indicted 
the censure, unless otherwise directed by the 
superior judicatory. 

5. An offender desirous of restoration 
shall make application to the court by which 
ho was censured, or to the next superior ju- 
dicatory, expressing his desire to be restored 
to the fellowship of the church, acknow- 
ledging hia sin, and professing his sorrow for 
it, and his resolution through grace to study 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour. 
This, however, shall not preclude the neces- 
sity of his giving satisfaction, public or pri- 
vate, as the case may be. 

6. Church officers deposed, should not be 
restored to office, even on evidence of re- 
pentance, until some time after an exemplary, 
humble and edifying conversation. And 
■while it might be sometimes proper to re- 
store them to church privileges, they ought 

* See Appendix, No. XVr[E. XX. 
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Eot, especially ministers, to be restored to 
the exercise of their oiEce, until it is obvious 
that the religious community is prepared to 
receive them in their ofBcial character. 

CHAPTER XL 



Section 1. A dissent is a formal declara- 
tion of disagreement with a decision of the 
court. Any member of a court who is pre- 
sent and voting, may dissent from proceed- 
ings which he regards as contrary to the 
word of God and the standards of the church, 
and his dissent shall be entered on the re- 
cord. By so doing, he saves himself from 
any censnrc which may arise from these pro- 
ceedings. If he choose to give his reasons 
for dissent, these may be placed either on 
record or on file for preservation, according 
to the pleasure of the judicatory. 

2. The right of dissenting cannot be claimed 
by a_ party in a case, nor by any member of 
the judicatory who was not present or not 
taking a part in the proceedings. Dissents 
must be given immediately after the judg- 
ment dissented from is pronounced. 

3. A protest is a more solemn and formal 
declaration of disagreement with a decision 
of a court, testifying against it as an errone- 
ous or injurious judgment, and must be ac- 
companied with a statement of the reasons 
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on wliich it is foaiided, to be in dae time 
handed in and answered by the judicatory. 

4. T!io right of protest belongs not only 
to the members of the court/ but also to 
either party in a cause which is the subject 
of investigation and decision, and intimation 
thereof mast be given immediately after the 
judgment. But no protest can be admitted, 
unless a party protesting at the same time 
appeals, or a member protests with a view 
to appeal or complain to a higher judicatory. 

5. If a protest or dissent bo couched in 
decent and respectful language, and contains 
no offensive reflections or insinuations on the 
majority of the court, those who offer it have 
a right to have it recorded in the minutes, 

6. The judicatory should appoint a com- 
mittee to draw up answers to reasons of pro- 
test, which, on being adopted, ought to bo 
inserted in the records. A reply on the part 
of protesters to the answers to their reasons 
of protest, shall not be admitted. But if 
they regard the answers as imputing to them 
opinions or conduct which they disavow, they 
may ask leave to take back their reasons, 
and modify them, so as to render them more 
clearly expressive of their, views. Such al- 
teration may be followed by a corresponding 
modification of t!ie answere, and here this 
matter must terminate. 

7. The admission of a protest by a court 
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implieSLO more thanarecogoitioD of the right 
of tlie protester to exonerate his conscience, 
or to have a hearing in a superior judica- 
tory. 

8. A protest against a decision of the court 
of last resort may be entered, with the an- 
swers, on the records of the court, but such 
protest does not jastify the protester in dis- 
obedience or non-submission. 

CHAPTER XII. 



SECTroH 1. As the government of the 
church is conducted by fallible men, wrong 
may be done by them. To remedy this in 
an orderly way, is one great design of supe- 
rior judicatories. When those who had no 
concern in the origin of proceedings are 
brought to review them, and annul or con- 
firm them, RB they may see cause, there is as 
great security against permanent wrong as 
the present imperfect state admits- 

2. Every kind of decision which is formed 
in any church judicatory, except the higliest, 
is subject to review of a superior judicatory, 
with the limitation contained in Part I., 
Chapter IX., Section 4, under the head of 
the General Assembly, and may be brought 
before it in one or other of the following 
ways, viz.: by reference, review and control, 
8* 
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appeal, complaint, or declinature. And the 
members of tbe lower judicatory, except in 
cages of reference, shall lose their right to 
deliberate and vote in the higher judicatory 
on that particular matter. 



Sectios 1. A reference is a judicial repre- 
sentation, made by an inferior to a superior 
judicatory, of a matter not yet decided ; which 
representation should be always in writing. 

2. Proper subjects of reference are, eases 
that are new, that are peculiarly delicate 
or dJfScult, the decision of which may estab- 
lish a precedent of extensive influence, or on 
which the members of the judicatory are 
much divided. 

3. References are either for advice, or for 
ultimate trial and decision of the ease by the 
superior judicatory, 

4. In the former case, the reference merely 
suspends the decision of the judicatory making 
it; in the latter case it totally relinquishes 
the decision, and submits the whole cause to 
the judgment of the superior judicatory. 

5. Although a reference ought, generally, 
to procure advice from a superior jadicatory, 
yet that judicatory is not bound to give a 
final judgment in a case, even when requested 
so to do ; but may remit the whole case, with 
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or without advioe, to the judicatory refer- 
ring. 

6. Notice of reference must be given to 
parties who may be interested in a cause, 
and the judicatory making the reference 
should have all evidence duly prepared and 
in readiness, that the superior judicatory 
may be able to hear and issue the case with 
as little delay as possible. 

7, Eeferences are generally to be carried 
to the judicatory immediately superior. 

ARTICLE II. 



Section 1. It is the duty of every judica- 
tory above a church session, at stated periods, 
which should be generally once a year, to 
review the records of the proceedings of the 
judicatories immediately below. And if any 
lower judicatory shall neglect to send up its 
records for this purpose, the higher judica- 
tory may issue an order to produce them, 
either immediately or at some particular 
time, 

2. In reviewing the records of an inferior 
judicatory, it will be necessary to examine, 
Pirst, whether the proceedings have been 
lawful and regular: Second, whether they 
have been equitable, faithful, and prudent: 
Third, whether they have been correctly 
recorded. 

3. The review may be conducted by a 
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committee, wlio shall report at the meeting 
at which they were appointed. If according 
to the report of the committee, animadversion 
or censure appear necessary, the memhers 
of the inferior judicatory present shall be 
heard in defence, and the judgment cf the 
court reviewing shall be entered on their 
own minutes, and on the book reviewed. 

4. It may, however, be that in the review, 
cases of irregular proceedings may be found 
so injurious and disreputable as to require 
the interference of the superior judicatory. 
In such Ciises the inferior judicatory may be 
required to review and correct its proceed- 
ings, and to report the correction as soon as 
practicable. If they refuse to correct their 
errors they may be proceeded against for 
their refusal. 

5. No judicial decision, however, shall be 
reversed by the judicatory reviewing, unless 
it be regularly brought up by appeal or com- 
plaint, 

6. If the superior judicatory be well ad- 
vised, by common fame, of neglects and irre- 
gularities by the inferior judicatory, of which 
their records give no intimation, or make 
but an imperfect exhibition, it is incumbent 
on them to take cognizance of the same. 
In such cases where notorious errors or sins 
are suffered to pass without rebuke, and 
offenders are permitted to escape proper cen- 
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sure, or whei'C there are circumstances of 
great irregularity in their proceedings, of 
whieh tiie records give no notice, thej shall 
cite the inferior judicatory to appear and 
answer, and if it appears that it is culpable, 
infiiet such censure and give such orders as 
may be judged necessary to remedy the evils 
existing, 

7. While the court of last resort may on 
all necessary occasions review its own deci- 
sions, it is not expedient for an inferior court 
to do so, except when directed by a superior, 
or when they become satisfied that there are 
grounds for the reversal of the decision to 
which they previously came. 

AETICLE III. 



Section 1. An appeal is the removal of a 
cause which has been already decided, from 
au inferior to a superior judicatory. It must 
be under a protest. 

2. Appeals may be made either from a 
definitive sentence as unjust or mistaken, or 
from any particular step of the proceedings, 
on account of irregularity, a refusal of rea- 
sonable indulgence to a party on trial, de- 
clining to receive important testimony, hur- 
rying to a decision before the testimony is 
all taken, and a manifestation of prejudice in 
the case. 
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3. In judicial cases, the right of appeal 
belongs only to the party against whom the 
decision is made. In all other cases, when 
the action or decision of a judicatory inflicts 
a wrong upon any party or persons, he or 
tbey may appeal, and when the purity of the 
churchorthe interests of truth and righteous- 
ness are affected injuriously by a deeision, 
any member of the judicatory may appeal. 

4. In judicial oases, those who have not 
submitted to a regular trial are not entitled 
to appeal. 

5. Every appellant is bound to give notice 
of his appeal to the judicatory before it rises, 
and to lay the reasons thereof in writing, 
before them at the time, or within ten days 
thereafter. In the latter case these reasons 
shall %e lodged with the moderator or clerk. 
But where members or other persons may, 
for good reasons, not have been present or 
not have known of the decision, a reasonable 
time shall be allowed. 

6. Appeals should always be carried, in 
regular gradation, from an inferior to the 
next higher judicatory, 

7. The appellant shall lodge his appeal, 
and the reasons of it, with the clerk of the 
higher judicatory, at the commencement of 
its meeting, and either party may appenr in 
person or in writing. And it shall always 
be deemed the duty of the judical;ory whose 



cjiGooglc 



judgment is appealed from, to send autlientic 
copies of all their records, and of the whole 
testimony relating to the matter. 

8. In taking up an appeal in a judicial 
case, after ascertaining that the appeal has 
been regularl_y conducted, the first step shall 
be to read all the records in the case from the 
beginning; second, to hear the parties, the 
appellant first and then the appellee; third, 
the members of the court shall be called on 
to give their views, and tben the final vote 
taken. In all other cases of appeal the order 
of proceediTig shall be the same as in cases 
of complaint, 

9. The decision may be to confirm or re- 
verse the decision of the inferior judicatory, 
either in whole or in part; or to remit the 
cause.forthe purposeof amending the record, 
should it appear to be incorrect or defective; 
or for a new trial. 

10. If an appeal besustained, the judgment 
of the inferior court is necessarily reversed; 
but if the appeal is not sustained, the judg- 
ment is affirmed. In the former case, the 
superior judicatory, if they see cause, shall 
either try the cause themselves, or direct the 
court below how to proceed and issue it. 
But in case of an appeal from a decision re- 
jecting an appeal, if the appeal be sustained, 
the case comes on for trial before the higher 
jud icatcry. 



cjiGooglc 



11. If an appellant manifest a litigious or 
unchristian spirit in the prosecution of his 
appeal, he shall be censured according to 
the degree of hia offence. 

12. If an appellant, after entering his ap- 
peal to a superior judicatory, fail to prosecute 
it, it shall be considered as abandoned, unless 
he can make it appear that he was provi- 
dentially prevented. 

13. The operation of an appeal is to sus- 
pend all further proceedings on the ground 
of the sentence appealed from. But if a 
sentence of suspension or excomnmnication 
from church privileges, or of deposition from 
office, he the sentence appealed from, it shall 
be in force until the appeal shall be issued. 

14. In cases where the admission of an 
appeal would unnecessarily and injuriously 
delay process, it is competent for "the infe- 
rior court to refuse to admit an appeal, and 
having done so, to proceed with the trial, 
but in such case a party may protest against 
the rejection of his appeal, and appeal to tbe 
superior judicatory. 

AKTICLE IV. 



_ Section- 1, A cause which has been de- 
cided in an inferior court, may also be car- 
ried before a superior by complaint. 
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2. A complaint ia a repreeentation made 
to a superior by any member or membera of 
a minority of an inferior jadicatory, or by 
any other person or persons being members 
of the church, respecting a decision of an in- 
ferior judicatory wliich has been irregular 
or unjust. 

3. Complaints are proper in all cases of 
grievance, whether judicial or not, where the 
party aggrieved declines to appeal, or where 
the complainaots do not possess the right of 
appeal, or where the right of appeal is ty- 
rannically refused; and in all other cases 
where the complainant is persuaded that the 
purity of the church or the interests of truth 
and righteousness are injuriously affected by 
the decision of an inferior court. But in 
judicial cases, a party declining to appeal 
Bhail not be allowed to complain. 

4 The .same regulations must be followed 
in complaints as in appeals. See Article III., 
Sec. 5, of this chapter. 

5. A complaint brings the whole proceed- 
ings of an inferior court under the review of 
its superior, and all parties are thereby 
placed at the bar of the superior court. 

6. In taking up a complaint, if it appear 
that the complaint has been regularly con- 
ducted, all the records in the case shall be 
read and the parties heard, after which the 
court shall proceed to consider and decide 
the case. 
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1. If on examination it appear that a coni- 
plaint is well fonoded, such finding may not 
only reverse the decision of the court beiow, 
either in whole or in part, but also subject 
the inferior judicatory to such censure as the 
case may seem to require- 



Sbxthon 1. A declinature is the refusal of 
a person under process to submit to a trial 
by a particular judicatory. 

2. If a judicatory, before a full investiga- 
tion, by any judicial act prejadge the cause; 
if they allow members who are nearly re- 
lated to the opposing party, or who have 
themselves been active as parties, or at vari- 
ance with either of the parties, still to sit 
and vote in the case after objection made — 
in such cases a declinature is warrantable, 
if accompanied with an appeal to the next 
higher judicatory, to be tried by them- 

3. But if a person, in order to evade a 
process, or without assigning any just rea- 
son, or without an appeal to the next higher 
court, declines the authority of hia proper 
judicatory, such declinature is unwarrantable, 
and does not stay the process, but the person 
declining may be censured for contumacy. 

4. A lawful declinature may be given be- 
fore any decision is made. But it does not 
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quash a process. It only removes it to 
a higher JGdIcatory, where the same regula- 
tions shall be observed in the trial as in the 
cases of appeal- 

CHAPTER XIII. 



Section 1. A member dismissed from one 
congregation, with a view to his joining ano- 
ther, if he commit an offence previous to his 
joining the latter, shall be considered under 
the jurisdiction of the church which dis- 
miased him up to the time of his actual re- 
ception by that to which lie was dismissed. 
The process, however, after being commenced 
may be transferred to the session of the 
church to which he has been dismissed. 

2. A minister, in like manner, shall be 
considered as under the jurisdiction of the 
presbytery by which he was dismissed until 
he actually becomes a raember of another. 

3. Any offence, however, committed by 
either a minister or member, between the 
time of his dismissal and his actually joining 
another body, but which did not come to 
light until after he had been received by the 
latter, shall be under the cognizance of the 
latter body. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Section 1. No certificate of churcli mem- 
bership shall' be considered as valid testi- 
mony of the good standing of the bearer, if 
it be more than one year old, except in cases 
where tliore has been no opportunity of pre- 
sentins; it. 

2. Process, in case of scandal, shall com- 
mence within one year after the crime has 
been committed, and scandals that have been 
known for that timCj shaU not be made the 
subjects of process, unless they have recently 
become flagrant. But where a scandal was 
committed unknown to the church, though 
more than a year has transpired before its 
discovery, process may commence as if the 
crime had recently become flagrant. 

3. Persons who have been tried for an of- 
fence and acquitted, or found guilty and 
censured and restored, cannot be subjected 
to another trial for the same offence. 



Respectfully submitted. 



J. G. Smart, 

J. T. PRESSLY, 

J. T. Cooper, 
J. Clokey, 

Committee. 
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APPENDIX. 



I. TeSTlMOSUI, OF llEMEEBS LeATISO A CoKCREGATlON. 

Tliat A, B. ia a member, in full communion, in the 

United rresbjterian cocgregnlion of , in the county 

ef ■ , State of , and is hereby dismissed at — own 

request, is attested this— daj of ~— , 18 — . 

Bj order of Session, J. N., Mod. 

A. D., Clerk. 

II. Testihonial tor Membkhs who Eave been SOIIB 

That A. N, was a member in full communion in the 

United Presbyterian congregation of , in the connty 

of , State of ■ , up to the -— day of ■ , when 

— removed from the bounds thereof, ancl may, as far as 
is known to thie session, be receiTed into the fellowship 

of any Church of Cbrist, is attested this . day of 

, 18 — 

By order of Session J. N., STod. 



The United Presbyterian Church at , in the county 

of , and State of ■ ■, under the inspection of the 

Presbytery of ■, being at present vacant, amicus to 

obtain the stated administration of the word, and ordi- 
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ninceE niinong them, ivnd finding themselves able and nill- 

ing to support it, assembled at — , on the day of 

, 18 — , ond agreed to petition, and do hereby moat 

beartilj petition, the Presbytery for a moderation of a 
call, and appoint A. N. and C. D. their commissioners, 
to represent them in this behalf to the Preebyterj, at 
their next meeting. 
By order of the Congregation, E. F., Moderator, 
Done at , the day of. — -, A. P. IS—. 



IV. POBM OF A Call foe a Mikistee. 

We, the elders and other members of the United Pres- 
byterian congregation of , in the county of , and 

State of , taking into our serious oonsideration the 

great loss we suffer through the want of a fised gospel 
ministry among us, and being fully satisfied, IHm oppir- 
tunitiea of enjoying your public ministrations, that the 
great Head of the ohurcli has beBtowed upon you, Mr. 
A. N., sueb ministerial gifis and endowments, as, through 
the divine blessing, may be profitable for our edification: 
we, therefore, hereby call and beseech you, to come to 
ns and help os, by taking the charge and oversight of 
this congregation, to labour in it and watch over it, as 
our Eied pastor; and on your acceptance of this our call, 
we promise you all due support, respect, encouragement 
and obedience in the Lord. 

In testimony whereof, we have subscribed this our call, 
this . . day of , in the year of our Lord 18—, be- 
fore these witueases, 

AlUd. C. I). ■) 



T. Attestation op a Call. 
That agreeably topresbyterial appointment, I preached 

Dn the day of , in the congregation of , un- 

ier the inspection of the Presbytery of - — -, in the State 

if , and presided In the moderation of a call for a 

pastor to said congregation, which was made out for Mr, 
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VI. Form of am Act or Liceneube. 
The United PresbyWrian Presbytery nf — , in tbe 
State of , having taken Mr. A. N., student of divi- 
nity, on trials for licence, and he having acquitted Lim- 
aelf to their satisfaction, in all the parts of his trials, did 

at their meeting on the - — - day uf , at , in tlie 

county of , and State of ; and hereby do, in the 

same of the Lord Jeans Christ, allow and appoint him, 
the said A. N., to preach the gospel of peace viithin their 
bounds, and in all other places where in Providence he 
may be called. 

By order of Presbytery, C. D., ik,d. 

E. F., Vler!!. 
—, this 



VII. Form ot an Edict. 

The United Presbyteiian Preshytery of , in llie 

Stale of , having received a regular call from the 

congregation at - — -, in the of , and State of 

— — ; to Mr. A. N., preacher of the gospel, to be their 
minister; and the aaid Mr. A. N., having undergone 
trials for ordination; and the Presbytery judging him 
qualified for the ministry of the gospel, and fit to be pas- 
tor of this congregation, the call whereof has been by 
him accepted, have resolved to proceed to his ordination 

on tbe day of , unless somewhat occur which 

may lawfully impede it; and, therefore, do hereby give 
notice to all concerned, that if thej, or any of them, have 
aught to object, why tbe said Mr. A. N. should not be 
admitted pastor of this congregation, they may repair to 

the Presbytery, wiiieh is to meet at , on the 

day of , with eertificalioii, that if no objection he 

then made, the Presbytery will proceed without farther 

Bj order of the Preshytery, CD,, Mod. 

E. E.,Cl^k. 
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Ylir. Certificate of Ordimation. 

The TJnifed Presbyterian Presbjtarj of , in tlie 

State of -, having had a call from the congregation 

of county of • -, and Stale of , to Mr. A, N., 

J" h of the gospel, presented to them, which they 
t 1, and wiiich he accepted, took him on triala for 
J t n. and having judged him duly qualified for the 
£E f the gospel miEistry, and in particnlar for the 
p 1 harge of said congregation; and being preshy- 

t n Uy met at their ordinary place of pnblio vrorehip, on 

th day of - — — , did then and there solemnly set 

npa tad Mr. A. K. in the face of the whole oongrega- 
t n th a present, to the office of the holy ministry in 
a d ngregatioQ, and did afterwards receive him into 
m t al fellowship.* 

ij order of I'reshyterj, C. D,. Mod. 

E. F., Ckrk. 

(iiven at , on the day of , A. D. 18—. 



IX, FoKM OF Teansieb, IB Casb of a Call from one 
Pbesbttebt to anoihhe. 

The United Presbytery of , in the State of , 

havingreceivedfrom the Presbytery ot , ia the State 

of , a cali for Mr. A. N., to tho pastoral charge of 

the congregation at , under the inspection of the 

Presbytery aforesaid, and said call being by them ap- 
proved, and by him accepted; they did, and hereby do, 
transfer and remit him to the Presbytery of , for or- 
dination (or admiuion) to the pastoral charge of said 
congregation. 

By order of Presbytery, C. D., Mod. 

B. F., Cltrk. 
Done at , on the day of , 18—. 
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X. FOEM OF A COHMISSIOK TO THE GkNEBAI AaSCMELY. 

It is hereby eertilied, that the United Presbyterian 
Presbytery of , in the Stute of , at their meet- 
ing on the day of , did, and hereby do, appoint 

Mr. A. N., minister at , Mr. C. D., minister at — — , 

■with Mr. E. F. and Mc. G. II., ruling elders, tlieir com- 
miBsiouers to the nest General Assemblj of this church, 

to meet at , on the day_ of , otst enduing ; 

or vhen and nhere it sball happen to meet; enjoining 
them to repair thither, and attend at all the sittings 
thereof; a,nd there to consult, Tote, and determine in iill 
matters (hat come before tliera, according to the word of 
God and the standards of this church, ne (hey will be an- 
swerable: and that they report their diligence herein at 
their return. 

liy order of Presbytery, J. K., Mdd. 

L. M., Cierlc. 

Done at , this day of. , 18—. 



XI. Fonu OF A Libel. 

Libel preferred agninst A. K., by order of . 

Whereas, (here insert the crime) is a heinous sin and 
scandjil, contrary to the word of God, (insert passages) 
and to the profession of this churob, (quote from stan- 
dards) and injurious to the religion of Christ, and ought 
to be censured. 

Yet true it is that yoa, A. N., &e., are guilty in the 
matter of scandal above specified, in so far as you, said 

A. N. did at on the day of , or there- 

nboats, (here insert facts) being found relevant and 
proved against you, yon ought to be proceeded agaiusl 
by the censures of the Lord's house, according to the na- 
ture of your said offence and scandal. 

Signed, E. F., Mod. 

G. H., Cnrk. 

Cone in — ~, at , this day of -— , 18—. 
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XII. FonM OF CirATiON. 
By order of the United Presbyterian Session (or Pres- 
bytery) of — -, you Mr. A. N., member of, elder or 

deacon in, or miniHter al , are summoned (o appear 

before said , and answer to the libel herewith pre- 

Eented, at , on the day of , and at 

o'clock in the . 

Signed, C. D., Mod. 

E. P,. Clerk. 
Pone at , this — —day of , A. D. !8— . 



Xm. FoBM OF Citation fob. a Witness. 
Mr. A. N„ 

You are hereby summoned by fie Session (Pres- 
bytery, &e.,) of , to appear at , on the day 

of ■ — , to give testimony in a cause pending between (.'. 
1). and E. F. Lay aside all eicuses and fail not to at- 
tend, ■ A. N., im. 

C. D., Clerk. 
This day of , and year of our Lord . 



XIV. FoEM OP AN Oath to be Admikisteheo to a Wit- 

"Yon awear by the living God, the searcher of all 
hearts, that you will declare the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, according to the best of your 
iaowledge, in the cause now pending, as you shall an- 
swer fo God at the great day." 



XV. Form or an Act of Pddhc Subpensios. 
Whereas A. N.,* hath been oomieted before thef 
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of [And whereas the liaye, from lime to 

time, and io tiie spirit of meeltness. eadeavouted, witb- 
out effect, to reclaim tlieir offending brother;*] and 
vhereaa tia continuing in his un and refusing to iiatea 
to the admonitions of his brethren, render it necessary 
for the honour of Christ Jesu?, for the purity of his re- 
li(!ion, for it varoing to olbers, and for his own benefit, 
to inflict on bim a public censure of the Lord's bouse; 

the did, and hereby do, in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and as a court constituted in hie name, sus- 
pend and esclude the said A. N. from the prlTileges of 
the church, till he return from the error of his way, and 
give solid proofs of unfeigned repentance. 

XVI. FoEM OF AN Act S b b D 

EK 

Whereas A. N. h h je n d b h 

of , and wher p J d h 

office-bearers in the hou d b d h 

of good report, and, by h b m n 

samples to the flock; and whereas llie continuance of tlie 
said A. N. in the station which he presently holds, is, for 
these reasoDS.inoompatJblewJth the welfareof the church, 

the . aforesaid did, and hereby do, in the name, and 

by the authority of the Lord Jesns Christ, and accord- 
ing to the poivers committed by him unto theiu as a conrt 
coDstituled in bis name.f - ■■ ■ the said A. N. from the 
office of IheJ , prohibiting him from all and any ex- 
ercise of the said office of tboj — ~ in the Church of 
Christ; till he be lawfully restored thereto. 

Signed, C. D,, Mod. 

E. P., CUrk. 

Done in . — -, at , this day of — . 
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